
Tune in to City Talk today on WGCV 

620 AM from 5 - 6 p.m. to hear:  

5:00 p.m.– 5:20 p.m. 

Guest: Kim Mitchell, Special Events Coordinator, Parks and Recreation 

Topic: End of School Bash 

 

5:20 p.m. - 5:40 p.m.  

Guest: Scott Riley, Athletics Coordinator, Parks & Recreation  

Topic: City pools opening and the classes being offered for swimming les-

sons  

 

5:40 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  

Guest: Ron Felder, Lieutenant, Columbia Police Department 

Topic: Fan the Heat Program  

COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE 

 

TYPE OF MEETING 

  

DEADLINES FOR  

AGENDA ITEMS 

June 10 
WORK SESSION / BUDGET PUBLIC 

HEARING / COUNCIL MEETING  
May 30 

June 17 
WORK SESSION / COUNCIL MEET-

ING  
June 6 

 The Columbia City Council will conduct a Work Session on Tues-

day, June 10, 2014 at 2 p.m. at City Hall, 1737 Main Street. 

 The Columbia City Council will conduct a meeting and a Budget 

Public Hearing on Tuesday, June 10, 2014 at 6 p.m. at City Hall, 

1737 Main Street. 

For additional information regarding the City Council meetings, 

contact the Office of the City Clerk at 803-545-3045. 

CITY COUNCIL INFORMATION 

    

COLUMBIA ANIMAL SERVICES LAUNCHES ANIMAL 

CRUELTY AWARENESS CAMPAIGN 

Each year dozens of dogs just like 

this one find their way to the Colum-
bia Animal Shelter. Some as strays, 

some removed from previous owners 
for cruelty, some turned in by owners 

who can no longer care for them. 

 

They have all suffered from starva-
tion, neglect and even cruelty. 

Though we receive dozens each year, 
there are far more that continue to 

suffer somewhere in our community 
that we never hear about. 

 

We are asking for your help. If you 

know of a dog, a cat or any animal 

that is suffering, please contact your local animal control so the 
situation can be addressed. Perhaps it’s your neighbor’s dog, one 

you see on your way to work or running errands. Whatever the 
case, we often have no way of knowing where these animals are 

unless a member of the community informs us. We often count on 
the community to be our eyes and ears when it comes to cruelty 

cases and anonymous calls are always welcome. 

 

In many cases we find that simple education and a few adjust-
ments in the animal’s environment is all that is needed. In others 

cases we find that conditions are more serious and the appropriate 
steps are taken. In all cases, just having the opportunity to take a 

look can mean the difference in a healthy life or one of neglect and 
starvation and sadly for some even death. 

We need the community help and ask that if you know of a pet in 

need, please call and report it so we can prevent even more suffer-
ing . 

Be Their Voice! Report Animal 

Cruelty to:  

Columbia Animal Services 

127 Humane Lane, Columbia, SC 29209 

803-776-7387 

animal@columbiasc.net  

CITY OF COLUMBIA CONTINUES SUCCESS OF  

FIRST YOUTH EMPOWERMENT INITIATIVE  

The City of Columbia launched the Youth 

Empowerment initiative during the month 
of April to bring together more resources 

for the community’s youth. Due to the 
success experienced during April, the City 

has announced that the Youth Empower-
ment Network Initiative will continue into 

the summer months in order to expand 
the network and help share information 

with youth, parents and guardians. 

 

The initiative includes the creation of the Youth Empowerment Net-
work, a cohesive resource available to youth and families that gives 

them access to events, activities and organizations within the commu-
nity. The network includes a calendar of events for the spring and 

summer months that lists safe and fun activities for youth of all ages to 

enjoy.  

 

“Youth Empowerment Month and the Youth Empowerment Network are 
two new initiatives that launched in order to develop a more cohesive 

focus on youth programs and organizations in our community,” Coun-
cilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine stated. “Parents are always looking for 

positive outlets for their children and the needs are increasing. We 
want to start building a network that will provide resources and infor-

mation for parents, guardians and youth on a year-round basis.”  

 

The Youth Empowerment Network also includes a database of youth 
organization contacts, youth advocacy group contacts and more. The 

network will provide updates to these youth groups about programs 
and other initiatives in Columbia through the summer. The groups are 

also able to share information about their public events through the 

network.  

 

“Due to the positive responses we have received, we want to keep the 
momentum going and extend the Youth Empowerment Network Initia-

tive into the summer. Summer is a time when parents are desperately 
seeking positive activities for their kids, and we want them to know 

that the City of Columbia is here to help,” Devine commented.  

For more information about the Youth Empowerment Month calendar, 

to submit information or to be added to the Youth Empowerment Net-
work please contact Dana Jennings at dljennings@columbiasc.net.  

 
Click the following links to view the Guidelines and Youth Empower-

ment Month Calendar of Events. 

In lieu of the annual Mayor’s Lets Move! Easter Egg Hunt, which 

was canceled due to rain, the Let’s Move! “End of School Bask” will 
be held on Saturday, May 31, 2014 from 2-5 p.m. at the Drew 

Wellness Center Greenway.  
 

This free event will feature a community cookout, scavenger hunt, 
line dancing, face painting, exhibiters, prizes, games, music and 

more.  
 

There will also be a “Meet, Greet and Play” with former Gamecock 
football and NFL players.  

 
Mayor Steve Benjamin, First Lady DeAndrea Benjamin, Bethany 

and Jordan Grace and the city community will all be in attendance.  

MAYOR STEVE BENJAMIN AND CITY OF COLUMBIA 

TO HOST LET’S MOVE! “END OF SCHOOL BASH!” 

THE OMG OF HOMEOWNERSHIP WORKSHOP IS 

BACK! 

COLUMBIA FIRE DEPARTMENT PARTNERS WITH 

PALMETTO HEALTH FOR “HEROES’ CHALLENGE” 

Chief Aubrey D. Jenkins and the Columbia Fire  

Department in partnership with Palmetto Health  

announced the 2014 “Heroes’ Challenge” during 

the month of May and June.  The “Heroes’  

Challenge” is a health initiative for residents of the 

City of Columbia and Richland County as well as all 

members of Public Safety and their families to  

receive FREE health screenings and education, offered by Palmetto 

Health. 

 

The FREE screenings include prostate cancer and diabetes testing for 

individuals who qualify based on risk levels.  These types of screenings 

are important to ensure one’s health and wellness and can even end 

up saving your life.  The Palmetto Health Office of Community Health 

screening guidelines are: 

 

 African American men age 40 (Family History: Age 35) 

 All other men starting at age 50 (Family History: Age 45) 
 

Scheduled screening times include:  

 

 Saturday, May 31st  10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 3907 Ensor Ave (Eau 
Claire Print Bldg) 

 Friday, June 13th  12:00 PM - 5:00 PM 1800 Laurel St (CFD Muse-

um) 
 Friday, June 20th  12:00 PM – 5:00 PM 153 Atlas Rd (Atlas Rd Sta-

tion #8) 
 All Public Safety & Family Members 

 

One in seven males will be diagnosed with prostate cancer in 

their lifetime and those statistics increase with African-

American males to one in five.  

 

Risk factors include: 

 Age (African American men over 40 and Caucasian men and other 

minorities over 50) 
 Family history 

 Race (African American) 

 High-Fat diet 
 

Appointments are not required, but registration is recommended by 

calling Palmetto Health CareCall at 803-296-CARE (2273) or for more 

information visit www.PalmettoHealth.org/CommunityHealth. 

Join Community Development at 

the 2014 OMG of Homeowner-

ship Workshop on Saturday, 

June 21, at the Midlands Tech NE 

Campus at 151 Powell Road. It is 

a free event with great classes, 

prizes, vendors, refreshments 

and a lot of great information 

about buying a home. 

 

It doesn’t matter if you are a 

homeowner or looking to buy a 

home, this is a place to come 

where you can get answers to 

some of the questions you may 

have.  

 

This year’s workshop will offer a 

wide variety of new classes as well as some of the favorites from last year. 

Seating is limited so don’t forget to register! 

 

Register online: http://www.columbia.sc.gov/OMG2014  

CITY OF COLUMBIA ART CENTER ANNOUNCES 

NEW SUMMER CLASSES 

COLUMBIA POLICE DEPARTMENT KICKS OFF FAN 

THE HEAT PROGRAM  

Columbia Police Department began 

its annual Fan the Heat Program this 

past weekend. In order to make this 

year’s event a success, donations 

from the public are needed. In  

particular, CPD will be collecting 

fans, air conditioning units and fi-

nancial contributions for worthy citi-

zens until Saturday, August 30.  

Since its inception in 1995, the Fan 

the Heat program has assisted more 

than 7,000  

Columbia citizens. The program is primarily  

designed for senior citizens, residents with medical concerns/ disabilities and fam-

ilies with small children.  

 

Donations can be dropped off at CPD Headquarters located at #1 Justice 

Square at any time.  

Citizens who wish to make a monetary donation can make a check payable to: 

The Columbia Police Municipal Funds  

The City of Columbia Art Center is offering three new classes this summer on 

jewelry making, quilting and basket weaving.  

 

The Steam Punk Jewelry Box Workshop will be held on Saturday, May 31, 2014 

from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Art Center, located at 1928 Calhoun St. 

Steam punk is defined as an art form that mixes Victorian Era style with repur-

posed modern materials. The workshop is $60 and all materials are provided.  

 

Quilting Skills Development classes will start on Thursday, June 5 and be held 

every Thursday until June 26, from 9 a.m. to noon at Mayes Park, located at 

4100 Trenholm Rd. Quilting skills will cover new techniques, creative skills, accu-

rate cutting and color placement. Participants will need to bring their own sewing 

machine. Registration costs $45 and ends on Monday, June 2, 2014.  

 

The Basket Weaving Workshop, a one-day workshop, will teach participants how 

to create a Williamsburg-style basket. The workshop will be held on Saturday, 

July 26, 2014 from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Edisto Discovery Park, located at 1914 

Wiley Dr. The cost is $65 and includes all supplies and tools to complete the pro-

ject. The deadline to register is Saturday, July 12.  

 

All registration can be done online at www.columbiasc.net, at the Art 

Center or by calling Brenda  

Oliver at 803-545-3093. 

 

For more information, please contact Brenda Oliver, cultural arts spe-

cialist, at 803-545-3093 or bloliver@columbiasc.net.  

CPD officers packing donations to give to citizens 

COMMERCIAL REVOLVING LOAN FUND  

COMMITTEE MEETING  

The Commercial Revolving Loan Fund Committee will meet on Wednesday, 

May 28, 2014 at 10 a.m. Please review the attached agenda.  

SCE&G TO PERFORM TREE TRIMMING ACTIVITIES 

AS SCHEDULED FOR 2014 

SCE&G will perform tree trimming activities along overhead utility lines in the 

following neighborhoods for the next two weeks:  

 

Greg Park Neighborhood Association 

Lake Katherine 

POA of Lake Katherine 

Heyward Park Neighborhood 

Crosshill Neighborhood 

Kilbourne Park Neighborhood Association 

 

The trimming will be completed by SCE&G contractors and work will be closely 

monitored on a daily basis by the City’s 4 Certified Arborists from the Forestry 

and Beautification Division. 

  

For more information about SCE&G’s tree trimming efforts, including helpful tips 

and suggestions regarding the planting of trees and other vegetation, visit 

www.sceg.com/treetrimming.  

 

You can also contact SCE&G’s 24 hour Customer Service Center toll-free at 1-

800-251-7234 or email SCEGContactUs@SCANA.com 

YOUTH EMPOWERMENT 
NETWORK CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 

*Note: These events are not sponsored by the City of Columbia. For more information, contact 

the organization directly.  

For information on adding an event, send inquiries to pio@ColumbiaSC.net 

May 27-31 
May 27- Hand Building Basics - Cultural Arts Center, 2-4 p.m. 

 - Youth Throwing Arts Class - Cultural Arts Center, 4-5:30 p.m. 

 - Beginning Throwing Arts Class - Cultural Arts Center, 6-8 p.m. 

May 28 - Beginning & Intermediate Throwing Arts Class - Cultural Arts Center, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. 

May 29 - Sculpture Arts Class - Cultural Arts Center, 1-3 p.m. 

 - Intermediate Hand Building - Cultural Arts Center, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

May 31 - “Let’s Move! Columbia End of School Bash” - Drew Wellness Center, 2-5 p.m. 
 

May 6 - Aug. 19 - *Strengthening Families Program* - Edgewood Foundation Center, 
Tuesdays 6 p.m. 

  - City Year - Rachel Defoe, rdefoe@cityyear.org or 803-251-8465 

 

THE FIRST TEE OF COLUMBIA AND THE JAMES E. 

CLYBURN GOLF CENTER ANNOUNCE SUMMER 

GOLF CAMPS FOR CHILDREN 

The First Tee of Columbia and the James E. Clyburn Golf Center announce 

summer golf camps for ages 8-17.  

 

Children will learn: 

 Proper Golf Etiquette and Rules  

 Grip, Stance, Posture, Alignment  

 Short Game Shots  

 Putting  

 Full-Swing  

 How to play the game of Golf  

 And have fun doing it!  

 

The fee for these Junior Golf Camps is $55 per week and includes the week’s 

instruction, snacks, contest and certificates upon completion. There is an addi-

tional $10 charge for late pick-up (after 6:00 pm). 

 

For more information, contact Joe Beaman at 803.255.8920 or 

fjbeaman@columbiasc.net 
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