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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Tuesday, December 1, 2015
Contact: Marli Drum at (803)-776-PETS
(Also released Dec. 4, 14, 21)
Home for the Holidays Adoption Special
WHAT: The Columbia and Lexington Animal Services will be holding a Home for
the Holidays adoption special for the month of December. Whether you’re adopting a
new pet or reclaiming a lost pet, the fee is only $40. All adoption fees include

spay/neuter, microchip, Feline Leukemia/Heartworm Test, initial vaccines and
deworming

WHERE: Columbia Animal Services, 127 Humane Lane, Columbia, SC and
Lexington Animal Services, 321 Ball Park Rd, Lexington, SC

WHEN: Tuesday, December 1 — Thursday, December 31, 2015

Cost: $40 per pet (During promotional period, maximum redemption fee will not
exceed $40)

For more information about the adoption specials please call Columbia Animal
Services (803)776-7387 or Lexington Animal Services (803) 785-8149.

#H#



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Tuesday, December 01, 2015
Contact: ENVIRO AgScience at (803) 714-7290

The City Congratulates Dr. Louis Lynn, founder of ENVIRO AgScience for 30
Years of Business

The City of Columbia commends Dr. Louis Lynn, founder of ENVIRO AgScience,
for 30 successful years as a minority-owned business. According to the Office of
Advocacy of the U.S. Small Business Administration, black-owned businesses have a
60 percent chance of surviving for four years. ENVIRO AgScience is the largest
minority-owned landscaping firm in SC.

The City of Columbia has played an integral role in ENVRO’s success. The work of
ENVIRO construction and landscaping can be seen across Columbia, in places such
as the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center, Colonial Life Arena, Hilton
Columbia Center and several houses in the USC Greek Village. ENVIRO is also
currently part of the team that is building the new Columbia minor league baseball
stadium, Spirit Communications Park.

Mayor, Steve Benjamin, stated “ENVIRO AgScience has become such a mainstay in
Columbia. Companies like this, that are "in it for the long haul’, add stability to our
economy. [ couldn’t be more proud of Dr. Lynn and ENVIRO. I wish them 30 more
years of success and dedication to our great city.”

In August of this year, Columbia Chamber of Commerce named Dr. Lynn, Small and
Minority Business Advocate of the Year.

To congratulate Dr. Louis Lynn and ENVIRO AgScience on their longevity and
success, call (803) 714-7290 or emailLouis.Lynn@enviroags.com.

#H#



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 1, 2015
Contact: Libby Gober at 545-3061
(Also released Dec. 9)

Celebrate the Season with Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine
Join Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine for her annual holiday drop in on
Wednesday, December 9 from 5 — 8 p.m. at the Charles R. Drew Wellness Center,

Elise Jones Martin Multipurpose Room, 2101 Walker Solomon Way, Columbia, SC
29204.

For more information, please call 803-545-3061.

#H#



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Wednesday, December 02, 2015

Contact: Public and Media Relations at 803-545-3020
(Also released Dec. 3)

The 2015 Midlands Area Treasured Trees Program to celebrate Arbor Day at
the Governor’s Mansion

WHAT: The City’s 2015 Midlands Area Treasured Trees Program will celebrate
Arbor Day and distribute certificates or awards to owners/caretakers of the trees that
were selected for the program. The Treasured Trees Program seeks to document and
preserve trees that have significant value to the greater community and promote the
awareness, benefit and value of trees to the community.

WHO: The Columbia Tree and Appearance Commission, Columbia Garden Club, The
State Newspaper and the City Of Columbia Public Works Forestry and Beautification
Division

WHERE: The Governor’s Mansion Grounds, 800 Richland Street, Columbia, SC
WHEN: Friday, December 4, 2015 at 3:00 PM
For more information please call Sara Hollar (803) 545-3860.

#H#



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Wednesday, December 02, 2015
Contact: Public and Media Relations at 803-545-3020
City to Celebrate SC Arbor Day at Carver-Lyon Elementary School

WHAT: The City of Columbia will celebrate SC Arbor Day at Carver-Lyon
Elementary School. Arbor Day is an international holiday that celebrates trees and the
many benefits that they provide to the environment.

WHO: Carver-Lyon Elementary School, City of Columbia Public Works Forestry and
Beautification Division, Columbia Tree and Appearance Commission and the
Columbia Garden Club.

WHERE: Carver-Lyon Elementary School, 2100 Waverly Street, Columbia, SC
WHEN: Friday, December 4, 2015 at 8:30 AM
For more information please call Sara Hollar at (803) 545-3860.

#H#



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 3, 2015

Contact: Connie Bailey, Office of the City Council at 803-545-4268
Advertisement of Vacancies on Various Boards and Commissions

The City of Columbia is accepting applications to fill several vacancies on the
following boards and commissions.

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC)

Seeking several Applicants..

The purpose of BPAC is to advise the Mayor and City Council Members, the City of
Columbia transportation planning staff; community organizations; and partners on
bicycling and pedestrian issues facing the city; to work toward development of
bicycle/pedestrian master plan; to represent community and constituent interests in
transportation planning decisions; and to provide feedback to staff on projects relating
to walking and bicycling. Current appointees need to re-apply for consideration. Term
— 2 years._

Board of Zoning Appeals

Seeking three (3) Applicants.

Hear and decide appeals when someone claims that the Zoning Administrator had
made an error in any order, requirement, decision or determination in enforcing the
zoning ordinance; The Board of Zoning Appeals may grant special exceptions for uses
that the City Council believes are generally permissible but require review and
approval on a case-by-case basis to ensure secondary impacts do not adversely impact
traffic; vehicle and pedestrian safety; adjoining property in terms of noise, lights,
fumes, and air flow; the aesthetic character of the environs; and the orientation and
spacing of buildings ; and may grant a variance to certain provisions of the Zoning
Ordinance where a literal enforcement of the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance
would result in unnecessary hardship, provided that the spirit of the Zoning Ordinance
shall be observed, public safety and welfare secured, and substantial justice done.
Term — 3 years.



Climate Protection Action Committee

Seeking an At-large representative.

Identify measures that can be taken to reduce greenhouse gases. CPAC was initiated
to impact climate change, but now also serves as the City's unofficial environmental
clearing house, focusing on air quality, energy conservation, water conservation and
recycling/waste reduction. Term — 2 years

Hospitality Tax Advisory Committee

Seeking one (1) Applicant. Individual must represent the restaurant industry.

The purpose of this committee is to review applications for hospitality funding and
make recommendations to Council for the disbursement of those funds. Term — 2
years.

Parks and Recreation Foundation

Seeking four (4) Applicants.

Columbia Parks and Recreation Foundation enhances the leisure service opportunities
in the City of Columbia by improving the scope and quality of educational and human
development programs. It encourages, recruits, receives, and administers gifts,
devises, and donations by deed, will or otherwise, for the advancement of the City of
Columbia Parks & Recreation Department. Term — 3 years.

Property Maintenance Board of Adjustment and Appeals

Seeking seven (7) Applicants who are qualified by experience and training (i.e.
architect, contractor, engineer, property manager) to pass on matters pertaining to
property maintenance.

The purpose of the Property Maintenance Board of Adjustment and Appeals is to hear
appeals of notices or decisions issued under the International Property Maintenance
Code. Term — 3 years.

Richland County Board of Assessment Appeals

Seeking one (1) Applicant.
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The Board of Assessment Appeals purpose is to equalize the value of the real and
personal property of Richland County and to hear all grievances and appeals from the
valuation and assessments by the Assessor. Term — 3 years.

Richland-Lexington Airport District Commission

Seeking one (1) Applicant.

The Commission has the functions of planning, establishing, developing, constructing,
enlarging, improving, maintaining, equipping, operating, regulating, protecting and
policing such airports and air navigation facilities as shall be necessary to serve the
people of the Richland-Lexington Airport district and the public generally. To this
end, the Commission shall be empowered. Term — 4 years

Transportation Penny Advisory Committee

Seeking one (1) Applicant for Re-Appointment/Appointment. Must be a city resident.

The mission of the Transportation Penny Oversight Committee will be to review,
comment on, and provide recommendations on the Transportation Penny to Richland
County Council. They will meet on a quarterly basis and may call special meetings as
needed. Term — five (5) years.

Deadline — Applications are due no later than December 31, 2015, 5 p.m.

For more information, please contact Connie Bailey at (803) 545-4268 or send an
email to cfbailey@columbiasc.net. V1S1tColumbiaSC .net/boards-commissions t0 download an
application.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Thursday, December 3, 2015
Contact: Office of the City Clerk at 803-545-3045

Columbia City Council Economic & Community Development Committee
Meeting

Members of the Columbia City Council will hold an Economic and Community
Development Committee Meeting on Tuesday, December 8, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.

The agenda is attached for your review.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 4, 2015
Contact: Community Development Department at 803-545-3373

Housing Division of Community Development I Loan Committee Meeting

The Community Development Department’s Housing Division Loan Committee
members will hold a meeting on Monday, December 7, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. Please see
the attached agenda.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Friday, December 04, 2015

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net
Greenview Park Praise Dance Showcase

Greenview Park’s Praise Dance Showcase: Praise Is What I Do will be held on
Saturday, December 5, 2015, from 3 to 5 p.m.

The event is an opportunity for local praise dance teams to showcase their talent, as
well as foster fellowship and community within the city.

The cost of admission is a non-perishable item, which will be donated to Harvest
Hope Food Bank as part of the City's annual Honor the Dream Food Drive.

«  WHAT: Praise Is What I Do: Praise Dance Showcase

«  WHEN: December 5, 2015, from 3 to 5 p.m.

« WHERE: Greenview Park, 6700 David Street, Columbia, SC 29203
« FEE: Non-perishable food item

For more information, please call Erica Mathis at (803) 754-5223.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 4, 2015
Contact: Planning Division at 803-545-3222

Design/Development Review Commission Agenda for Thursday, December 10

The Design/Development Review Commission (D/DRC) meeting will be held at City
Hall, Council Chambers, 1737 Main Street on Thursday, December 10,2015 at 4 p.m.
Should you have questions regarding items on the attached agenda, please contact the
Planning Division at 803-545-3222.

This agenda, past agendas, and the approved minutes of previous meetings can also be
found here: http://www.columbiasc.net/planning-boards-commissions/ddrc/agendas-
minutes.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 4, 2015

Contact: Zoning Division at 803-545-3333

Board of Zoning Appeals Agenda for Tuesday, December 8

The Board of Zoning Appeals meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 8, 2015 at
10 a.m. The meeting location has been changed to the Mayor’s Conference Room,
2" floor, City Hall, 1737 Main Street. Should you have questions regarding items on
the attached agenda, please contact the Zoning Division at 803-545-3333.

This agenda, past agendas, and the approved minutes of previous meetings can also be
found here: www.columbiasc.gov/planning-boards-commissions/boza/agendas-
minutes.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, December 4, 2015
Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-PETS
City’s Pet of the Week: Meet Skittle! (ID# A217801)

Skittle is a three month old domestic shorthair mixed kitten. He is very sweet and a
little shy. Skittle 1s the perfect feline friend for a loving family. He has been neutered
and is also micro-chipped.

Visit other pets available for adoption at the Columbia Animal Shelter, 127 Humane
Lane. Visit www.columbiasc.net/animal-services or call 803-776-PETS for more
information.

All of our pets need loving homes! To view other animals available for adoption,
visit Petfinder.com. Please refer to the ID number listed above when visiting the
website.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, December 07, 2015

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell @columbiasc.net

City of Columbia Accepting Nominations for the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Dream Keeper Scholarship Awards

The City of Columbia is accepting nominations for the 2016 Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Dream Keeper Scholarship Awards.

The Dream Keeper Award recognizes exemplary displays of committed service to the
tenets of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The ideals of social responsibility, political empowerment, diversity, racial harmony,
nonviolence, and unselfish service must be demonstrated voluntarily by the nominee
in support of his or her community and fellow citizens.

The nominee must be age 18 or younger and enrolled in school with a minimum 2.0
grade point average.

Winners will be announced at the City of Columbia’s annual Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Celebration on Monday, January 18,2016, at 4 p.m. at the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Park and Community Center, 2300 Greene Street. Nominees must attend the
celebration.

Applications are available online for download or at any community

center. Applications must be returned in person or by mail to the City of Columbia
Parks and Recreation Department, 1111 Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC

29203. Applications must be postmarked by Friday, December 18, 2015.

For more information, contact Shireese M. Bell at 803-545-3100
or smbell@columbiasc.net, or visit www.columbiasc.net.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Contact: Public and Media Relations Department at 803-545-3020
Accreditation Assessment Team Invites Public Comment

A team of assessors from the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement
Agencies, Inc. (CALEA) will arrive December 12,2015 to examine all aspects of the
Columbia-Richland Communications Center’s policy and procedures, management,
operations, and support services, Sr. Assistant City Manager S. Allison Baker
announced today.

The Columbia-Richland Communications Center has to comply with approximately
213 standards in order to gain re-accredited status. By undergoing this voluntary
submittal of intense scrutiny and peer review from the Commission, the Center can
prove to the citizens of Columbia and Richland County that their 911 communications
center is among the finest in the nation.

As part of the on-site assessment, agency employees and members of the public are
invited to offer comments by calling (803) 545-3749. Phone calls will be received on
Monday, December 14, 2015 between the hours of 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. Telephone
comments are limited to ten (10) minutes and must address the agency’s ability to
comply with CALEA Public Safety Communication standards. CALEA Public Safety
Communications standards are available for review at the Columbia-Richland
Communications Accreditation Unit. The Accreditation Manager for the Columbia-
Richland Communications Center is Ms. Felicia Prince-Heath.

Persons wishing to offer written comments about Columbia-Richland
Communications Center’s ability to meet the CALEA Public Safety Communication
standards are requested to write to: Commission on Accreditation for Law
Enforcement Agencies, Inc. (CALEA) 13575 Heathcote Boulevard, Suite 320
Gainesville, Virginia 20155

The assessment team is composed communication practitioners from agencies similar
in size and function to the Columbia-Richland Communications Center, but from
other states.

The assessors are Ms. Jo-Anne Munroe of Virginia Beach, VA and Ms. Debbie
Gailbreath of Sarasota, FL.. The assessors will review written materials, interview
employees, and visit the Columbia-Richland Communications Center and other
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facilities where compliance can be observed. Once the assessor’s complete their
review, they report back to CALEA, which will then decide if the Center is to be
awarded re-accredited status.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Wednesday, December 9, 2015
Contact: Office of the Mayor at 803-545-3075
Mayor Benjamin to Address Harvard Kennedy School Leadership Conference

COLUMBIA, SC - Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin will join mayors and public
policy leaders from across the nation today in Cambridge, Massachusetts as a panelist
at the Harvard Kennedy School’s Seminar on Transition and Leadership for Newly
Elected Mayors.

Co-hosted every two years by Harvard University's Institute of Politics and the U.S.
Conference of Mayors, the Seminar on Transition and Leadership is a dynamic,
integrated, non-partisan program for incoming mayors of large U.S. cities providing
invaluable resources for new mayors looking to maximize their impact as city leaders,
beginning from their first days in office.

Unlike any other training program for new city executives, the seminar provides
intensive seminars on major urban policy issues such as public safety, municipal
finance, and crisis management, led by prominent scholars and practitioners
representing viewpoints from across the political spectrum. It also offers an
unmatched set of workshops to help new mayors take on the practical challenges of
urban governance. These workshops focus on the 'how' of getting things done in the
city, and are led by current and former mayors from across the country, as well as
members of the media, the private sector, and the municipal government
establishment.

“This 1s an honor and an unique opportunity to highlight some of the great things that
are happening here in Columbia,” said Mayor Benjamin who is set to discuss new
initiatives dealing with business, finance and administration. “This is our chance to
step forward as a true national leader and we’re very excited.”

In addition to Mayor Benjamin, other participants include:
. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings Blake (Baltimore, MD)
. Mayor Annise Parker (Houston, TX)

. Mayor Martin Walsh (Boston, MA)
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. Mayor Jorge Elorza (Providence, RI)

. Mayor Jim Gray (Lexington, KY)

. Mayor Greg Fischer (Louisville, KY)

. and New York Times National Correspondent Sheryl Gay Stolberg

Please visit HERE for more information on the Kennedy School and the Seminar on
Transition and Leadership for Newly Elected Mayors.

#H#
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December 10, 2015
Contact: Public and Media Relations at (803) 545-3020
Home Buying Workshop: How to Purchase a House on a Budget

Community Development is hosting a home buying seminar on how to purchase a
home on a budget. The seminar is geared towards first time buyers, those who are on a
budget and even flood victims who may have lost their homes. Loan Officer, Felicia
Wilks, states that the workshop will be a “Great opportunity to find out the ease of
buying a house, the simple way of buying a home.”

During the workshop participants will learn how to purchase a home on a budget, the
benefits of homeownership, budgeting tactics, loan requirements, what to do after
closing, how to decorate with limited funds and much more. Light refreshments will
also be provided.

The workshop is sponsored by South State Bank and will be held on Thursday,
December 10, 2015 at the Richland County Library (Cooper Branch), 5317 North
Trenholm Road Columbia, SC 29206 from 6 to 8 PM.

For more information, or to reserve your seat please call Community Development at
(803) 545-3373.

#H#
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For Immediate Release
December 10, 2015
Contact: Rania Jamison at 803-920-7087
(Also released Dec. 11)
Mayor Benjamin Presents Holiday Pop-Up Shop
A free Private Shopping Experience for Flood Survivors

COLUMBIA, SC - Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin today announced an initiative
set to launch this Friday designed to bring the spirit of the holiday season to those
affected by October’s historic thousand year flood and help them rebuild their lives:
the Holiday Pop-Up Shop.

Created in partnership with K.I.D.S./Fashion Delivers and located at Dutch Square
Mall, the Holiday Pop-Up Shop will serve as a resource where flood survivors from
across the region can find brand new bedding, toys, furniture and clothing for the
entire family from top brands like Aeropostale, Free People, GAP, Gerber
Childrenswear, Hot Topic, IKEA, Melissa & Doug and Toys R Us absolutely free of
charge.

“This 1s about giving more than a new couch, clothes or even a present under the
tree,” said Mayor Benjamin. “This is about giving hope and I couldn’t be more
proud.”

Recognizing that new products donated by the fashion, home and children’s industries
will go far in helping the people of South Carolina rebuild their lives during the
months ahead, K.I.D.S./Fashion Delivers has secured at least $1.3 million in new
product donated for South Carolina relief efforts to date, including new furniture,
comforters and bedding items, books, toys and apparel.

“Over 400 companies donate to us every year, helping people affected by natural
disasters or the daily distress of poverty. For disasters we concentrate on basic
necessity items in apparel — like underwear, t-shirts and jeans - and home furnishings
such as comforters, sheets, pillows and towels,” said Lisa Gurwitch, president and
CEO of K.I.D.S /Fashion Delivers. “For manufacturers and retailers, the problem of
excess product can be turned into a humanitarian solution for people in need.
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K.I.D.S /Fashion Delivers gathers new product donations from suppliers and retailers
in the fashion, home and children’s industries, then delivers them to people in need.
Since 1985, over the combined organization has distributed more than $1.2 billion of
donated products to the communities worldwide. Read more about K.I.D.S ./Fashion
Delivers at www.DonateProduct.com.

The Holiday Pop-Up Shop will run from Friday, December 11 through Sunday,
December 13 at Dutch Square Mall, located at 421 Bush River Road.

The shopping hours of operation are as follows:

Friday, December 11 - 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. (Reserved for Community
Partners)

Saturday, December 12 - 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 13 - 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

To be eligible for a Shopping Pass you must have been affected by the historic floods
and must provide a FEMA Letter.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Thursday, December 10, 2015
Contact: Rania Jamison at 803-920-7087
(Also released Dec. 11)
Mayor Benjamin’s Holiday Pop-Up Shop Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Shop to Offer Free Shopping Experience for Flood Survivors

WHAT: The City of Columbia, in conjunction with K.I.D.S./Fashion Delivers, will
host a ribbon cutting ceremony for Mayor Benjamin’s Holiday Pop-Up Shop located
in Dutch Square Mall. Mayor Benjamin’s Holiday Pop-Up Shop will serve as a
resource where flood survivors from across the region can find brand new bedding,
toys, furniture and clothing for the entire family.

WHO: Mayor Steve Benjamin, Columbia City Council Members, Richland County
Council Members and Lisa Gurwitch, President and CEO of K.I.D.S ./Fashion
Delivers.

WHERE: Dutch Square Mall, 421 Bush River Road (Super China Buffet Entrance)
WHEN: Friday, December 11,2015 at 5 p.m.

About The Organization: K.I.D.S./Fashion Delivers is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization that unites retailers, manufacturers, foundations and individuals to
support people affected by poverty and tragedy. K.I.D.S./Fashion Delivers is an
extremely efficient charity, with more than 97% of revenue dedicated to its charitable
program of distributing apparel, accessories, shoes, home furnishings, toys, books and
other useful items. Since 1985, over $1.2 billion of donated products have been
distributed through our network of community partners, serving the poor and
disadvantaged worldwide.

For more information, please contact Rania Jamison at 803-920-7087.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Thursday, December 10, 2015

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell @columbiasc.net

Granby Park Guided Tour on December 12

Explore the cultural and natural history of Granby Park during a free park ranger-
guided tour on Saturday, Dec. 12 from 2 to 3 p.m.

City of Columbia Park Rangers will walk participants through this wooded park along
the Congaree River and share the history of the park and the area. Participants will see
the original Columbia Canal, which was built in the 1820s, and learn the role it played
in the City’s development.

Walkers should meet at the Granby Park parking lot, 100 Catawba Circle, Columbia,
SC 29201 at 2 p.m.

The Granby Park Guided Tour is conducted by the City of Columbia Parks and
Recreation Department.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 13, 2015
Contact: Erika D. Moore, City Clerk of Council at 803-545-3045

Columbia City Council Work Session and Council Meeting Agendas for
December 15, 2015

The Columbia City Council will meet for a Work Session at 2 p.m. and a Council
Meeting at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, December 15, 2015. The agendas are attached.

Also, the Richland Northeast High School Symphonic Band directed by Mr. Roderick
Henderson will be presenting a Holiday Concert on Tuesday, December 15, 2015 at
5:00 p.m. in Council Chambers. The public is invited to attend.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, December 14,2015

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell @columbiasc.net

(Also released Dec. 18)

City Accepting Donations for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Honor the Dream
Food Drive

The City of Columbia, Richland School District One and the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Memorial Foundation are accepting donations for the annual Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Honor the Dream Food Drive through Monday, December 21, 2015. The
donations will benefit Harvest Hope Food Bank.

The food drive is held each year to honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy of
community service. Some requested items include canned fruit and vegetables, dry
goods and canned meats.

The public can drop off donations at the following locations:
City Hall, 1737 Main Street
Columbia Tennis Center, 1635 Whaley Street
Charles R. Drew Wellness Center, 2101 Walker Solomon Way
Earlewood Park, 1111 Parkside Drive
Emily Douglas Park, 2500 Wheat Street
Greenview Park, 6700 David Street
Hampton Park, 117 Brandon Avenue
Heathwood Park, 800 Abelia Road
Hyatt Park, 950 Jackson Avenue

: Katheryn M. Bellfield Booker Washington Heights Cultural Arts Center, 2611
Grant Street
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Lorick Park, 1600 Lorick Avenue

Martin Luther King, Jr. Park, 2300 Greene Street

Melrose Park, 1500 Fairvew Road

Pinehurst Park, 2300 Pinehurst Road

St. Anna’s Park, 1315 Liberty Hill Avenue

Sims Park, 3500 Duncan Street

Woodland Park, 6500 Olde Knight Parkway

City Human Resources, 1225 Lady Street

Columbia Fire Department Headquarters, 1800 Laurel Street
Columbia Police Department Headquarters, 1 Justice Square
Public Works, 2910 Colonial Drive

For more information, please call the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation
Department at 803-545-3100.

#H#



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, December 14,2015
Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-PETS
City’s Pet of the Week: Meet Cotes! (ID# A215700)

Cotes is a two year old brown and white boxer mix. She is a quiet and reserved dog,
however she holds a great conversation! Cotes is already housebroken and leash
trained. She has been spayed and is also micro-chipped.

Visit other pets available for adoption at the Columbia Animal Shelter, 127 Humane
Lane. Visit www.columbiasc.net/animal-services or call 803-776-PETS for more
information.

All of our pets need loving homes! To view other animals available for adoption,
visit Petfinder.com. Please refer to the ID number listed above when visiting the
website.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, December 14,2015

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell @columbiasc.net

Deadline Extended for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Dream Keeper Scholarships

The City of Columbia is accepting nominations for the 2016 Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Dream Keeper Scholarship Awards.

The Dream Keeper Award recognizes exemplary displays of committed service to the
tenets of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The ideals of social responsibility, political empowerment, diversity, racial harmony,
nonviolence, and unselfish service must be demonstrated voluntarily by the nominee
in support of his or her community and fellow citizens.

The nominee must be age 18 or younger and enrolled in school with a minimum 2.0
grade point average.

Winners will be announced at the City of Columbia’s annual Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Celebration on Monday, January 18,2016, at 4 p.m. at the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Park and Community Center, 2300 Greene Street. Nominees must attend the
celebration.

Applications are available online for download or at any community center.

Applications must be returned in person or by mail to the City of Columbia Parks and
Recreation Department, 1111 Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203. Applications
must be postmarked by Monday, January 4, 2016.

For more information, contact Shireese M. Bell at 803-545-3100
or smbell@columbiasc.net, or visit www.columbiasc.net.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, December 14,2015

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell @columbiasc.net

(Also released Dec. 23, 28 and 31)
City of Columbia’s Famously Hot New Year’s Eve Carnival

WHAT: Ring in the New Year with the entire family at the City of

Columbia’s Famously Hot New Year’s Eve Carnival. This family-friendly event
features carnival rides, inflatables, carnival games, face painting food vendors and ice
skating!

WHERE: Main and Hampton streets
WHEN: Thursday, December 31,2015 from 6-11 p.m.

COST: Admission to the New Year’s Eve Carnival is free. There is a fee for
carnival rides, inflatables, face painting and food vendors.Prices will vary.

NOTE: Main Street ICE will be open from 12 p.m. to midnight on New Year’s
Eve. The fee to skate is $10 for adults, $8 for children (age 12 and under) and $8 for
active duty military with ID and seniors (55+). The fee includes skate rentals.

For more information, call the Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-3100.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 14, 2015
Contact: Public and Media Relations Department at 803-545-3020
The Mayor’s Holiday Pop-Up Shop Brings the Spirit of the Holiday Season

More than 3,526 adults and children were positively impacted by the Mayor’s Holiday
Pop-Up Shop held this weekend at Dutch Square Mall. The Holiday Pop-Up Shop, a
joint initiative between the City of Columbia and K.I.D.S ./Fashion Delivers, was
designed to bring the spirit of the holiday season to those affected by October’s
historic thousand year flood and help them rebuild their lives.

This event served as a resource for flood survivors from across the Midlands,
including Dorchester, Clarendon, Sumter, Lee, and Horry Counties, to find brand new
items in apparel and home furnishings for the entire family. Top brands like
Aeropostale, Free People, GAP, Gerber Childrenswear, Hot Topic, IKEA, Melissa &
Doug and Toys R Us provided these items free of charge.

K.I.D.S /Fashion Delivers gathers new product donations from suppliers and retailers
in the fashion, home and children’s industries, then delivers them to people in need.
Recognizing that new products donated will go far in helping the people of South
Carolina rebuild their lives during the months ahead, K.I.D.S ./Fashion Delivers
secured at least $1.3 million in new product donated for South Carolina relief efforts
to date, including new furniture, comforters and bedding items, books, toys and
apparel. Read more about K.I.D.S./Fashion Delivers atwww.DonateProduct.com.

The Mayor’s Holiday Pop-Up Shop By the Numbers:
Friday, Dec 11 - 244
Saturday, Dec 12 - 465
Sunday, Dec 13 - 244

Total = 953 Households
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The Mayor’s Holiday Pop-Up Shop averaged 46 volunteers per day, who assisted
with checking in shoppers, serving as personal shoppers/department managers, setup
and more.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, December 14,2015

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell @columbiasc.net

Main Street ICE Closed Tuesday Due to Sellout Crowd

On Tuesday, December 15, Main Street ICE will be closed to the general public, the
City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department announced.

Tickets for Tuesday have been sold out due to a large group reservation.
Tickets that were purchased in advance or paid group reservations will be honored.

The ice rink will reopen for normal operations on Wednesday, December 16.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Tuesday, December 15, 2015
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net
(Also released Dec. 23 and 28)
Registration Open for the Men's Adult Basketball Program

Sign up today for the City's Men's Adult Basketball program. The recreational league
is open to men 18 years or older.

The fee to register is $300 per team.

The registration period will close Friday, January 1, 2016. The league will
officially begin on Sunday, January 31, 2016.

To download a registration form, visit Parks & Recreation’s Athletics page online and
click the “Adult Sports” link.

Registration forms are also available at any community center or at the Parks and
Recreation Administration Office at 1111 Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203.

For more information, please contact the Parks and Recreation Department at 803-
545-3100.

#H#

37



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Tuesday, December 15, 2015

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell @columbiasc.net

(Also released Dec. 18)

Columbia Mass Choir: Phase II to Perform Holiday Concert at Main Street ICE
Friday

Columbia Mass Choir: Phase II will spread the joy of the holidays during a free
concert at Main Street ICE on Friday, December 18.

The community choir will sing Christmas carols and gospel favorites.

The holiday concert will be held from 7 to 8 p.m. at the corner of Main and Hampton
streets.

WHAT: Columbia Mass Choir: Phase II Holiday Concert
WHERE: Main Street ICE, corner of Main and Hampton streets

WHEN: Friday, December 18, 2015 from 7 to 8 p.m.

For more information, please call the Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-
3100.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 16, 2015

Contact: Connie Bailey, Office of the City Council at 803-545-4268
Advertisement of Vacancy on the Columbia Tree and Appearance Commission

The City of Columbia is accepting applications to fill the vacancy of a
Developer/Realtor on the Columbia Tree and Appearance Commission.

The mission of the Columbia Tree and Appearance Commission is to protect, enhance
and promote the City of Columbia’s natural resources and visual beauty. The purpose
of the commission is to oversee the development and implementation of the
beautification plan.

All applicants must reside within the city limits.
The term of office is three (3) years.

Deadline — Applications are due by 5 p.m. on January 8, 2016.

For more information, please contact Connie Bailey at 803-545-4268 or send an
email to cfbailey@columbiasc.net. VisitColumbiaSC.net/boards-commissions to
download an application.

HH#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Thursday, December 17, 2015
Contact: Libby Gober at 803-545-3061
(Also released Dec. 21)
Swearing-in Ceremony for Columbia City Council

WHAT: Swearing-in ceremony and reception to be held for the following Columbia
City Council members;

. District III Councilman Moe Baddourah (Re-elected)

. At Large Councilman Howard E. Duvall, Jr. (Councilman —elect)

. District II Councilman Edward H. McDowell, Jr. (Councilman —elect)
WHEN: Tuesday, December 29 at 3:30 p.m.

WHERE: City Council Chambers, 1737 Main Street

ADDITIONAL INFO: A reception will be held in the Gallery at City Hall following
the swearing-in ceremony.

For more information, call 803-545-3061.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 18, 2015

Contact: Planning Division at 803-545-3222

Design/Development Review Commission Sub-Committee Meeting | Jan. 6,2016

The Design/Development Review Commission (D/DRC) sub-committee will hold
a meeting on Wednesday, January 6, 2016 at 1136 Washington Street, 3" floor
conference room at 3 p.m. Should you have questions, please contact the Planning
Division at 803-545-3222.

The sub-committee will discuss the design for Buildings Two and Three, part of the
Phase 3 development of the Canalside property (TMS# 09005-03-04, 06, 17). This

meeting is open for the public to attend, but is not a public hearing. This is a working
meeting; no action will be taken by the Commission.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, December 21, 2015
Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-PETS
City’s Pet of the Week: Meet Adrianna! (A218783)

Adrianna is a three year old domestic shorthair mixed cat. She is a very energetic and
playful cat. Adrianna can entertain herself for hours playing. She has been spayed and
is also micro-chipped.

Visit other pets available for adoption at the Columbia Animal Shelter, 127 Humane
Lane. Visit www.columbiasc.net/animal-services or call 803-776-PETS for more
information.

All of our pets need loving homes! To view other animals available for adoption,
visit Petfinder.com. Please refer to the ID number listed above when visiting the
website.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, December 21,2015
Contact: Public and Media Relations Department at (803) 545-3020

Midlands Minority Business Owner finds $50,000 Lender at SC Lender
Matchmaker Event

Tammy Orr, owner of A+ Asphalt Seal Coat and Line Stripping, received a $50,000
line of credit with TD Bank as a result of the 2015 South Carolina Lender
Matchmaker Access to Capital Symposium. A+ Seal Coat and Line Stripping is a
small, family owned business that was initiated 10 years ago but had not seen any
growth. Tammy started working with the Office of Business Opportunities and they
provided a wealth of options for her, of which the SC Lender Matchmaker event was
ideal.

The SC Lender Matchmaker Symposium is a joint local, State and Federal event that
links lending organizations and small business owners. It is a unique opportunity
designed to help small businesses assess their lending options in the most efficient
way. This year, the event consisted of two matchmaking sessions, allowing for one-
on-one (15 minute) meetings with up to 18 lending organizations.

Tammy stated that before she came to the event she didn’t know lenders were
attainable, she was paying for everything on her own and getting equipment
transported for different jobs was a nightmare.

“We had a great year this past year”, she said. After the event, TD Bank showed
interest in A+ Asphalt Seal Coat and Line Stripping and contacted her about applying
for a loan. TD Bank made getting a loan an easy and simple process for her.

As a result of the $50,000 loan, A+ Seal Coat and Line Stripping has been able to buy
new equipment and Tammy Orr hopes to grow and start expanding as a business.

For more information, please contact Office of Business Opportunities at (803) 545-
3950.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, December 21,2015

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell @columbiasc.net

(Also released Dec. 28)
28" Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration

The City of Columbia’s 28" Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration will be
held on Monday, January 18,2016, at 4 p.m. at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Park and
Community Center, 2300 Greene Street.

The City of Columbia and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Foundation
announced that University of South Carolina President Dr. Harris Pastides will be the
keynote speaker. The celebration will also include performances from Logan
Elementary School and Keenan High School.

The celebration will also include a Wreath Laying Ceremony to commemorate the
historic marker honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at 3:06 p.m. at the corner of
Harden and Greene streets. Members of the Alpha Psi Lambda and Omicron Iota
Lambda chapters of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. will lead the ceremony.

On Saturday, January 16,2016, the Omicron Iota Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and Bridging the Gap With Alpha, Inc. will hold the

26™ Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. 5K Run/Walk and Kid’s Run at 8:30 a.m. at
Martin Luther King, Jr. Park located at 2300 Greene Street.

Registration fees for the SK Run/Walk will vary. The fee for the Kid’s Run is $10
(includes T-shirt and medal).

Medals will be awarded to the top three male and female finishers in all age groups.

Proceeds from the race will benefit the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Foundation
and The Alpha Academy.

To register, visit www.strictlyrunning.com. Applications are also available by calling
803-799-4786.

For more information about the race, contact Willie L. Odom at 803-254-8070
orkolonel@bellsouth.net or visit www.mlkcolumbiasc.com.
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For more information about the 28" Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration,
contact Shireese M. Bell at 803-545-3100 or smbell @columbiasc.net, or
visit www.columbiasc.net.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, December 21,2015
Contact: Solid Waste Division at 803-545-3800
City to Observe Christmas Holiday | Dec. 24 — 25
Garbage Collection Schedule Changes

The City of Columbia will observe the Christmas holiday on Thursday, Dec. 24, and
Friday, Dec. 25. Most administrative offices will be closed on both days. Emergency
police, fire and rescue services may be reached by calling 9-1-1.

Recycling, garbage and yard waste will be collected as follows:

Thursday, December 24: Regular schedule

Friday, December 25: No collection (Friday’s collection will run Saturday,
December 26)

Saturday, December 26: Friday’s schedule

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 28, 2015

Contact: Lucinda Statler at 803-545-0229

Design/Development Review Commission Sub-Committee Meeting | Jan. 6,2016

The Design/Development Review Commission (D/DRC) sub-committee will hold

a meeting onWednesday, January 6, 2016 at 1136 Washington Street, 3™ floor
conference room at 3 p.m. Should you have questions, please contact Lucinda Statler
at 803-545-0229.

The sub-committee will discuss the design for Buildings Two and Three, part of the
Phase 3 development of the Canalside property (TMS# 09005-03-04, 06, 17). This

meeting is open for the public to attend, but is not a public hearing. This is a working
meeting; no action will be taken by the Commission.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, December 28, 2015
Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-PETS
City’s Pet of the Week: Meet Debussy! (ID# A211584)

Debussy is a one and a half year old black and white Bernese Mountain Dog. He is a
happy dog who loves to play with squeaky toys. Debussy is quietly affectionate and
very huggable. He has been neutered and is also micro-chipped.

Visit other pets available for adoption at the Columbia Animal Shelter, 127 Humane
Lane. Visitwww.columbiasc.net/animal-services or call 803-776-PETS for more
information.

All of our pets need loving homes! To view other animals available for adoption,
visit Petfinder.com.Please refer to the ID number listed above when visiting the
website.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, December 28, 2015

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell @columbiasc.net

Deadline Extended for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Dream Keeper Scholarship

The City of Columbia is accepting nominations for the 2016 Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Dream Keeper Scholarship Awards.

The Dream Keeper Award recognizes exemplary displays of committed service to the
tenets of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The ideals of social responsibility, political empowerment, diversity, racial harmony,
nonviolence, and unselfish service must be demonstrated voluntarily by the nominee
in support of his or her community and fellow citizens.

The nominee must be age 18 or younger and enrolled in school with a minimum 2.0
grade point average.

Winners will be announced at the City of Columbia’s annual Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Celebration on Monday, January 18,2016, at 4 p.m. at the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Park and Community Center, 2300 Greene Street. Nominees must attend the
celebration.

Applications are available online for download or at any community center.

Applications must be returned in person or by mail to the City of Columbia Parks and
Recreation Department, 1111 Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203. Applications
must be postmarked byMonday, January 4, 2016.

For more information, contact Shireese M. Bell at 803-545-3100
or smbell@columbiasc.net, or visitwww.columbiasc.net.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, December 28, 2015
Contact: Solid Waste Division at 803-545-3800
(Also released Dec. 31)
City to Observe New Year’s Holiday | Jan. 1,2016
Garbage Collection Schedule Changes
The City of Columbia will observe the New Year’s Holiday on Friday, Jan. 1,

2016. Most administrative offices will be closed on both days. Emergency police, fire
and rescue services may be reached by calling 9-1-1.

Recycling, garbage and yard waste will be collected as follows:
Thursday, December 31: Regular schedule

Friday, January 1: No collection (Friday’s collection will run
Saturday, January 2)

Saturday, January 2: Friday’s schedule

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Tuesday, December 29, 2015
Contact: Zoning Division at 803-545-3333
Planning Commission Meeting Agenda

The Planning Commission will meet at 5:15 p.m. on Monday, January 4, at City Hall
(City Council Chambers, 3"Floor), 1737 Main Street. The agenda is attached for your
review.

This agenda, past agendas, and the approved minutes of previous meetings can also be
found here:www.columbiasc.gov/planning-boards-commissions/pc/agendas.

Should you have questions regarding items on this agenda, please contact the Zoning
Division at 803-545-3333.

#H#

51



For Immediate Release
Tuesday, December 29, 2015
Contact: Sara Hollar, Forestry and Beautification at 545-3860
SCE&G To Perform Tree Trimming Activities As Scheduled for 2015-2016

SCE&G will perform tree trimming activities along overhead utility lines in the
following neighborhoods for the next two weeks:

Distribution Line Tree Trimming:

Central Rosewood Neighborhood
Sherwood Forest Neighborhood Association
South Kilbourne Neighborhood Association

Citizens with specific questions or concerns should contact Forestry and

Beautification at 803-545-3860 or SCE&G at 1-800-251-7234 to meet and discuss in

advance of the work being completed.

The trimming will be completed by SCE&G contractors and work will be closely
monitored by the City’s 4 Certified Arborists from the Forestry and Beautification
Division.

The purpose of the trimming activities is to increase safety and reliability of the
electric service. SCE&G reports an 89% improvement in reliability in vegetation
related outages in areas where trimming is completed compared to a year ago. The
trimming guidelines include removing vegetation within 8-12 feet below and beside
the power lines and up to 20 feet above the power lines.

SCE&G and their contractors trim in accordance with International Society of
Arboriculture guidelines, using ANSI A300 pruning methods leaving good cuts that
will generate new growth.

SCE&G’s re-conductor work includes pole replacements and new wire in select
locations. The goal of re-conductor work is to improve reliability.

For more information about SCE&G’s tree trimming efforts, including helpful tips
and suggestions regarding the planting of trees and other vegetation,
visit www.sceg.com/treetrimming.
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You can also contact SCE&G’s 24 hour Customer Service Center toll-free at 1-800-
251-7234 or emailSCEGContactUs@SCANA.com.

For continued updates from the city of Columbia follow us on
Twitter (@cityofcolumbia or “like” the City of Columbia on Facebook.

HH#
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For Immediate Release
Tuesday, December 29, 2015
Contact: Public and Media Relations at (803) 545-3020

Community Development to Hold Start Fresh! Financial Education Workshop

The City’s Community Development department will hold three FREE financial
education workshops. During the workshops participants will learn the importance of
banking, budgeting, saving, building credit and homeownership.

The workshops will be held on January 23", 30" and February 6 at Earlewood Park
Community Center, 1113 Parkside Drive Columbia, SC 29203, from 10 AM to 3 PM.
Gift cards will be awarded to participants upon completion and lunch will be
provided.

For more information or to register, please call (803) 545-0280 or
email RPKing@columbiasc.net.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 30, 2015
Contact: Victoria Kramer at (803) 545-3227 | VLKramer@ ColumbiaSC .Net

Saturday Traffic Closure at Trenholm Road and Forest Drive for Water Main
Repair

The City of Columbia has scheduled the closure of all three northbound lanes of
Trenholm Road between Coker Street and Forest Drive for Saturday, January 2, to
repair a water main break. Beginning Saturday, drivers should anticipate using a
detour at Coker Street. Expect traffic disruptions and delays.

Water customers are currently being served by a bypass line. At this time, a boil water
advisory has not been issued for customers in the area. If an advisory is needed during
the repair process, it will be issued at that time.

Thank you for your patience and understanding during the repairs.

#H#
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December 31, 2015
Contact: Erika Moore, City Clerk at 803-545-3045
City Council Agendas for January 5, 2016

Please note that Council will conduct a Work Session Meeting at 2:00 p.m. and a
Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 5, 2016. The agendas are attached
for your review.

#H#
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Thursday, December 31, 2015
Contact: Robert Anderson at 803-960-9864
Traffic Detours at Two Notch Road and Laurel Street

Due to a traffic control signal outage located at the corner of Two Notch Road and
Laurel Street, traffic detours have been implemented east and west of Laurel Street.

Eastbound traffic has been detoured to Read Street due to the restricted sight distance.
Westbound traffic entering from Providence Hospital can navigate around the detour.

Attached is the map showing the detour required due to the sight distance issue.

#H#
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