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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, December 1, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 
 

Registration Period Open for Men’s Adult Basketball League 

The City of Columbia Parks & Recreation Department is accepting registrations for the Men’s 
Adult Basketball League. 

Men ages 18 and older can participate. The fee to participate is $300 per team.  

The last day to register is January 1, 2015. The Men’s Basketball League season begins 
Sunday, January 25, 2015.  

To download a registration form, visit Parks & Recreation’s Athletics page online and click the 
“Adult Registration Form” link. 

Registration forms are also available at the Parks and Recreation Administration Office at 1111 
Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203. Forms must be returned to the administration office.  

For more information, please contact Corinn Taylor at 803-545-3109 or 
cetaylor@columbiasc.net. 

### 

*Please see the attached flyer 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
http://www.columbiasc.net/parks-recreation/athletics
mailto:cetaylor@columbiasc.net
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MEDIA ADVISORY 

     Contact: Abby Naas  
anaas@columbiaproball.com 

260-446-5566 

   

NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 

December 1, 2014                                   

                                                          

Columbia Professional Baseball Press Conference 
City, Team to make major announcement at 2pm Wednesday 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — City of Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin and Jason Freier, 
Chairman and CEO of Hardball Capital and managing owner of the Minor League 
baseball team that will call Columbia home starting in 2016, will be holding a Press 
Conference on Wednesday, December 3rd, to announce a Naming Rights partner for the 
multi-use sports and entertainment venue at Columbia Common. 

Mayor Benjamin, Mr. Freier and related parties will be available to meet with media 
members immediately following the Press Conference. To arrange an alternate time for 
an interview, or to schedule participants in afternoon drive time slots (or AM drive time 
on December 4th) please contact Abby Naas, the team’s Vice President of Marketing 
and Public Relations, to arrange. Abby can be contacted by phone at 260-446-5566 or 
via email at anaas@columbiaproball.com. 

WHO:           Mayor Steve Benjamin, City of Columbia 
Managing Owner Jason Freier, Chairman and CEO of Hardball 
Capital 
Additional participants 

  
WHAT:         Columbia Professional Baseball Press Conference 
  
WHEN:         Wednesday, December 3, 2014 at 2:00PM 
  

WHERE:       The steps of the Williams Building, located on the Columbia Common site  

WHY:           A major announcement regarding the multi-use venue 

 

 

mailto:anaas@columbiaproball.com
tel:260-446-5566
tel:260-446-5566
mailto:anaas@columbiaproball.com
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Site map and directions from Bull Street  

The Williams Building is located at Pickens and Williams, within the former State mental 
health campus. Please park along the side of the building, and not immediately in front 
of the building. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, December 1, 2014 

Contact: Sara Hollar at 545-3860 

 

2014 Arbor Day Celebration 

WHAT: The City of Columbia will host its annual Arbor Day Celebration on Friday, Dec. 5, followed by a 

ceremonial planting of trees at A.J. Lewis Greenview Elementary School.  

WHEN:  Friday, Dec. 5 at 9 a.m. 

WHERE: A.J. Lewis Greenview Elementary School, 726 Easter Street 

For more information, contact Sara Hollar at 545-3860. 

 

*please see attached flyer 

 

 

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Contact: Ron King at (803) 545-0280 

 

Community Development to Hold Start Fresh Financial Education Workshop 

 

WHAT: Learn the importance of banking, budgeting, saving and building your credit at City of Columbia’s 

Community Development Financial Education Workshop.  

 

WHERE: 1225 Lady Street on the second floor  

  

WHEN:  Saturday, December 13, 2014 

 

For more information or to register, call 803.545.0280 or visit www.columbiasc.net.         

### 

*Please see attached flyer 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 

www.columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday, December 02, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net                       

 

City of Columbia Parks & Recreation to Hold Community Meeting on Owens Field Park Master Plan 

 

WHAT: The City of Columbia Parks & Recreation Department invites the public to a community meeting 

on the master plan for Owens Field Park. The meeting is an opportunity for the community to 

share their opinions, concerns and ideas as the department develops a master plan for Owens 

Field Park. 

 

WHERE: L.B. Owens Airport, 1400 Jim Hamilton Boulevard  

 

WHEN: Wednesday, December 3, 2014, from 6-8 p.m. 

 

For more information, please call the City of Columbia Parks & Recreation Department at 803-545-3100. 

 

### 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, December 3, 2014 

Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-7387 

 

Home for the Holidays Adoption Specials 

WHAT: Columbia Animal Services will offer pets for $25 during the holidays. Gift cards can also be 

purchased for pet adoptions.  

WHERE: Columbia Animal Services, 127 Humane Lane 

WHEN: December  15 – 24, 2014                

COST:  $25 

For more information about Columbia Animal Services’ adoption specials, please contact Marli Drum at 

803-776-7387.               

### 

*Please see attached flyer 

 

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 
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MEDIA ADVISORY 
         Contact: Abby Naas  

anaas@columbiaproball.com 
260-446-5566 

  

  

NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 

December 3, 2014                                   

                                                          

Columbia Professional Baseball Press Conference 
City, Team to make major announcement at 2pm Wednesday 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — City of Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin and Jason Freier, 
Chairman and CEO of Hardball Capital and managing owner of the Minor League 
baseball team that will call Columbia home starting in 2016, will be holding a Press 
Conference on Wednesday, December 3rd, to announce a Naming Rights partner for the 
multi-use sports and entertainment venue at Columbia Common. 

Mayor Benjamin, Mr. Freier and related parties will be available to meet with media 
members immediately following the Press Conference. To arrange an alternate time for 
an interview, or to schedule participants in afternoon drive time slots (or AM drive time 
on December 4th) please contact Abby Naas, the team’s Vice President of Marketing 
and Public Relations, to arrange. Abby can be contacted by phone at 260-446-5566 or 
via email at anaas@columbiaproball.com. 

  

WHO:           Mayor Steve Benjamin, City of Columbia 
Managing Owner Jason Freier, Chairman and CEO of Hardball 
Capital 
Additional participants 

WHAT:         Columbia Professional Baseball Press Conference 

WHEN:         Wednesday, December 3, 2014 at 2:00PM 

WHERE:       The steps of the Williams Building, located on the Columbia Common site  

WHY:           A major announcement regarding the multi-use venue 

 

mailto:anaas@columbiaproball.com
tel:260-446-5566
tel:260-446-5566
mailto:anaas@columbiaproball.com
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Site map and directions from Bull Street  

The Williams Building is located at Pickens and Williams, within the former State mental 
health campus. Please park along the side of the building, and not immediately in front 
of the building. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

December 3, 2014 

Contact: Libby Gober at 803-545-3061 

 

Councilman Sam Davis to Host Holiday Reception 

 

WHAT: Councilman Sam Davis to host his 2014 Holiday Reception. 

 

WHO: Councilman Sam Davis 

 

WHERE: Eau Claire Print Building, 3907 Ensor Avenue 

 

WHEN: Monday, December 8, 2014 from 5 - 8 p.m. 

 

For more information, please call 803-545-3061. 

### 

 

 

 



15 
 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

December 3, 2014 

Contact: Libby Gober at 803-545-3061 

 

Councilman Cameron Runyan to Host Christmas Celebration 

 

WHAT: Councilman Cameron Runyan to host his annual Christmas Celebration. 

 

WHO: Councilman Cameron Runyan  

 

WHERE: First Citizens Café, 1210 Main Street 

 

WHEN: Tuesday, December 9, 2014 from 5 - 7 p.m. 

 

For more information, please call 803-545-3061. 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

December 3, 2014 

Contact: Libby Gober at 803-545-3061 

 

Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine to host Annual Holiday Drop-In 

 

WHAT: Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine to host her Annual Holiday Drop-In. 

 

WHO: Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine 

 

WHERE: The Canal Room, 211 Gervais Street 

 

WHEN: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 from 5 - 8 p.m. 

 

For more information, please call 803-545-3061. 

### 
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MEDIA RELEASE 

 

Contact: Abby Naas 
anaas@columbiaproball.com 

260-446-5566 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                          

  

Wednesday, December 3, 2014                               

  

Spirit Communications to Become Naming Rights Partner for 
Multi-Use Venue at Columbia Common  

Spirit Communications Park Coming to Downtown Columbia 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — The City of Columbia and Columbia Professional Baseball, announced 

today that they have reached an agreement with Spirit Communications to name the new, 

state-of-the-art multi-use sports and entertainment venue at Columbia Common in downtown 

Columbia. The venue will be known as “Spirit Communications Park.”   

Spirit Communications is based in Columbia- with its headquarters on Bull Street, just blocks 

from the Columbia Common development.  Spirit was born and raised in Columbia and is one of 

the 25 largest privately held firms in the state of South Carolina.  Spirit was formed in 1984 by 

the eleven independent telephone companies and cooperatives across the state.   

Spirit offers innovative business solutions to a cross section of businesses, government 

agencies, schools and healthcare organizations throughout the Carolinas.  Spirit provides high 

tech solutions for voice, data, Internet, managed and hosted IT Cloud services that meet the 

demands of business today and into the future. 

“Spirit Communications is delighted to make this investment in what we are sure will be one of 

the most important and transformative projects our home town of Columbia has seen,” said 

Bob Keane, President and Chief Executive Officer, Spirit Communications.  “Spirit and 

our owner companies have been a part of many big things here in South Carolina--assuring that 

modern technology is available to grow businesses throughout our state as well as bringing that 

technology to underserved rural areas and schools.  Supporting Columbia Common and our new 

hometown team is a natural fit.” 

“Spirit Communications is a successful, home-grown Columbia business that, along with its 

member companies, has done so much for South Carolina,” said Mayor Steve Benjamin. 

mailto:anaas@columbiaproball.com
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“They are helping position Columbia as a true center of global innovation and I can’t think of a 

better partner for our new community venue.” 

“We’re thrilled to partner with a cutting edge company like Spirit Communications,” said Jason 

Freier, CEO, Hardball Capital. “Spirit is a great local company with a tremendous 

backstory.  Spirit is a leader in innovation, collaboration, and customer service and has been a 

great community partner.  Our goal is for this park and professional baseball in Columbia to be 

recognized the same way.”  

Sitework for Spirit Communications Park is scheduled to begin in late December and a 

ceremonial groundbreaking will occur in early January.  Populous, the world’s premier venue 

architectural firm, has designed the ballpark.  The construction of Spirit Communications Park 

will be managed by CCEB Partners, a joint venture between local firms Contract 

Construction, Construction Dynamics and EnviroAg Sciences and national ballpark 

experts Barton Mallow Construction. 

Spirit Communications Park will anchor the Columbia Common development, the new gateway 

to downtown Columbia.  Under the guidance of master developer Hughes Development, 

Columbia Common will transform the 181-acre former state mental hospital site into the 

premiere live-work-play community in the region.   

“This heralds the start of big things for Columbia Common,” said Bob Hughes, President of 

Hughes Development.  “The show of faith by one of our state’s leading companies, Spirit 

Communications, along with the capabilities they will bring to the project, is just further 

confirmation that Columbia Common will become a unique and exciting place for the citizens of 

the Midlands.” 

Spirit Communications Park will play host to far more than just baseball. The facility, which is 

being developed via a partnership between the City of Columbia and Hardball Capital, will serve 

as a public gathering space with multiple uses for both indoor and outdoor events.  From 

concerts to parties to business meetings and charitable functions, Spirit Communications Park 

will host hundreds of community events every year.  The park will hold approximately 8,000 

fans for baseball games and 14,000 for concerts. 

“This is a unique opportunity for us to have the Spirit Communications name echo throughout 

the Midlands,” added Bob Keane. “We’re confident professional baseball in Columbia is going 

to be a home run.  But more than that, Spirit Communications Park will be a venue for the 

entire community to enjoy.” 

“It’s exciting and gratifying to have a great partner like Spirit Communications step up to the 

plate and support one of our most important projects,” said Mayor Steve Benjamin.  “The 

momentum in our city is contagious.  Uniting one of our strongest local companies with one of 



19 
 

the region’s top developers and Minor League Baseball’s top owner/operators will only 

strengthen that momentum.”  

About Spirit Communications 

Headquartered in Columbia, South Carolina, Spirit Communications provides voice, data, 

Internet, and fiber optic solutions, along with a full suite of Cloud services to commercial 

businesses and government agencies across the Southeast. The company’s ownership group 

includes Chesnee Communications, Comporium, Farmers Telephone Cooperative, Hargray 

Telephone Company, Home Telephone Company, Horry Telephone cooperative, Palmetto Rural 

Telephone Cooperative, Piedmont Rural Telephone Cooperative, Sandhill Telephone 

Cooperative, TruVista Communications and West Carolina Rural Telephone Cooperative. Spirit’s 

mission is to enable customers to transform their operations through fast, stable, and secure 

offerings that flex with business demand. Ranked among the top 25 privately held firms in 

South Carolina, Spirit serves thousands of customers in over 150 service locations throughout 

South Carolina, North Carolina, and Georgia. For more information, visit www.spiritcom.com.  

About the City of Columbia 

Founded by the General Assembly in 1786, Columbia was South Carolina's first planned city and 

among the first planned cities in the nation. Columbia is the largest city in South Carolina with a 

population of 129,276 (2010 U.S. Census) and a metro workforce of over 375,000 (SC 

Department of Employment and Workforce) and serves as state capital while hosting multiple 

colleges and universities including the state’s flagship Carnegie Research 1 facility the University 

of South Carolina. Columbia is also home to the nationally renowned Riverbanks Zoo and 

Garden, the largest children’s museum in the Southeast Edventure and the largest U.S. Army 

training facility in the world at Fort Jackson. 

The City of Columbia works closely with neighborhood organizations to increase the lines of 

communications between the community and City Hall and, with approximately 2200 employees 

on staff, is dedicated to providing the highest quality services to all of our citizens.  

About Columbia Professional Baseball 

Columbia Professional Baseball is returning professional baseball to Columbia for the first time 

in a decade.  It is partnering with the City of Columbia and Hughes Development to construct a 

multi-use outdoor venue at the center of the Columbia Common development.  Columbia 

Professional Baseball is owned by Hardball Capital, the owner of the Fort Wayne TinCaps of the 

Midwest League and the Savannah Sand Gnats of the South Atlantic League.  For more 

information visit www.ColumbiaProBall.com or www.SpiritCommunicationsPark.com. 

  

http://www.spiritcom.com/
http://www.columbiaproball.com/
http://www.spiritcommunicationspark.com/
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About Hughes Development Corporation  

Hughes Development Corporation is a 76-year old, family owned real estate development firm 

based in Greenville, SC. It has developed projects across the southeast, from Alabama to 

Virginia, in virtually all types of real estate. Over the last 15 years, Hughes Development has 

refined its focus to mixed-use, urban developments, where its expertise and experience can be 

used to transform districts and make a lasting impact. Hughes Development continues its 

tradition of broad development expertise, long-term ownership of its projects, and a 

commitment to adding value to local communities. 

 

******************************************************** 

 

High-Resolution renderings are available for download at: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/mi7enwe4zxdnv1d/AABEWwavI2zT7Bh5h57czP80a?dl=0 

  

  

  

### 

  

  

 

--  

Abby Naas | Vice President of Marketing and Public Relations | Columbia Professional 
Baseball |  

Mobile 260.446.5566 | Email anaas@columbiaproball.com 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/mi7enwe4zxdnv1d/AABEWwavI2zT7Bh5h57czP80a?dl=0
mailto:anaas@columbiaproball.com
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, December 3, 2014 

Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-PETS 

 

Community Cat Spay/Neuter Blitz 

Columbia Animal Services is partnering with The Animal Mission, The Humane Society of South Carolina, 

Pawmetto Lifeline, Pet’s Inc., Richland County Animal Care and Lexington County Animal Services on 

Dec. 4 and 5 for a cat spay/neuter blitz. This is a group effort to decrease the number of unwanted 

litters of kittens. The goal is to spay/neuter 300 cats during the two days.   

”Pet over-population is a community problem. As a community, we need to come together to solve this 

problem,” said Will Brennan, President, The Animal Mission. 

Citizens of Richland and Lexington Counties are asked to call one of the low cost clinics to make an 

appointment.  Each surgery will be free; however, there will be a small additional cost if vaccines or 

other services are needed.  All cats are welcomed: personal pets, strays and feral cats. 

 

### 

 

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Wednesday, December 3, 2014 
Contact: Tina Herbert at 803-545-3950 

City of Columbia Office of Business Opportunities Extends Deadline for “Main Street 
Capital” Loan Program 

The Office of Business Opportunities is extending the deadline to apply for the Main Street 
Capital Loan Program to Friday, December 5, 2014. 

The Main Street Capital program will offer loans up to $50,000 for new businesses locating to 
Main Street or existing businesses expanding on Main Street. To be eligible, businesses must be 
located on Main Street between Gervais Street and Elmwood Avenue. There will be special 
consideration given to businesses locating in the 1300-1600 blocks of Main Street. 

Funds may be used for exterior building improvements, interior space improvements, purchase 
of equipment and/or inventory and working capital. The interest rate for the loans will be the 
prime rate quoted in the Wall street Journal plus one. All loans will have a 10-year term. After 
five years, if all requirements of the program have been met, the remaining loan balance will be 
forgiven. 

Based on the Downtown Market Analysis, the City of Columbia is seeking a particular retail mix 
for Main Street. Priority will be given to the following types of businesses: 

• Eateries 
• Apparel and accessories 
• Home décor and furnishings 
• Arts and culture 

Funds are scheduled to be awarded in January 2015. 

Business owners interested in applying for the Main Street Capital program should contact Paul 
Featheringill, Business Loan Officer at 803-545-3259 or pafeatheringill@columbiasc.net.  

For more information about business loans or opportunities, please contact the Office of 
Business Opportunities at 803-545-3950 or visit www.columbiasc.net/obo.  

### 

mailto:pafeatheringill@columbiasc.net
http://www.columbiasc.net/obo
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Thursday, December 4, 2014 

Contact: Sara Hollar at 545-3860 

 

2014 Arbor Day Celebration 

 

WHAT: The City of Columbia will host its annual Arbor Day Celebration on Friday, Dec. 5, followed by a 

ceremonial planting of trees at A.J. Lewis Greenview Elementary School.  

WHEN:  Friday, Dec. 5 at 9 a.m. 

WHERE: A.J. Lewis Greenview Elementary School, 726 Easter Street 

For more information, contact Sara Hollar at 545-3860. 

 

*please see attached flyer 

 

 

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 
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For Immediate Release 
December 4, 2014 

Contact: Public Relations, Marketing & Media, 803-545-3020                                             

 

City of Columbia Holiday Closings 

Garbage Collection Schedule Changes 

 

City of Columbia offices will be closed in observance of the following holidays: 

Christmas 

 Thursday, December 25, 2014 
 Friday, December 26, 2014 

o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Thursday, December 25, 2014 will be 
rescheduled for Wednesday, December 24, 2014. Normal schedule will resume on 
Friday, December 26, 2014 
 

 

New Year’s Day 

 Thursday, January 1, 2015 
o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Thursday, January 1, 2015 will be 

rescheduled for Wednesday, December 31, 2014. Normal schedule will resume on 
Friday, January 2, 2015. 

 

 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

December 4, 2014 

Contact: Michael Wukela, Office of the Mayor @ 803-413-5052 

 

Mayor Benjamin to announce major public safety initiative 

 

Columbia, SC. – Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin will be joined by Columbia Police Chief Skip Holbrook, Members of 

Council and leaders from across the community today at 3:00pm at Columbia Police Headquarters in order to announce 

a major new public safety initiative. 

 

 WHAT:  Public Safety Announcement 

 

 WHEN:  Today, December 4th at 3:00pm 

 

 WHERE:  Columbia Police Department Headquarters 

   #1 Justice Square 

   Columbia, SC  

 

 

For more information, contact Michael Wukela at 803-413-5052. 

 

#### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Thursday, December 4, 2014 

Contact: Office of Business Opportunities at (803) 545-3950 

Commercial Revolving Loan Fund Committee Meeting Agenda 

The Commercial Revolving Loan Fund Committee will conduct a meeting on Tuesday, December 9 at 10 

a.m. Please see attached for the agenda. 

 

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 4, 2014 
Contact: Michael Wukela, Office of the Mayor @ 803-413-5052 
 

Mayor Benjamin announces new “Justice for All” initiative 

Columbia, SC. – Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin was joined by Columbia Police Chief Skip Holbrook, Members of Council 

and leaders from across the community to announce his major new “Justice for All” public safety initiative. 

“We are committed to building a world class Police Department and in order to do this we must commit to strengthening 

the foundation of trust and accountability that exists between our communities and our law enforcement agencies,” said 

Mayor Benjamin. “This is about more than public safety. This is about justice.” 

Comprehensive in its approach, the Justice for All initiative focuses on Training, Diversity, Accountability and community 

Engagement through a series of new and expanded policies which include: 

 Providing new and ongoing cultural sensitivity, conflict resolution and de-escalation training. 

 Appointing minority community representation on CPD’s police hiring board. 

 Establishing a citywide Human Rights Commission. 

 Appointing civilian representation to CPD’s Internal Affairs Review Board. 

 Publicly publishing an Annual Internal Affairs Report. 

 Recording all violent crime suspect interviews. 

 Organizing ongoing listening sessions in communities across Columbia. 

 Providing body cameras to all uniformed personnel. 

(Justice for All initiative outline attached) 

For more information, contact Michael Wukela at 803-413-5052. 

#### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, December 5, 2014 

Contact: Sara Hollar at 545-3860 

 

2014 Arbor Day Celebration 

WHAT: The City of Columbia will host its annual Arbor Day Celebration on Friday, Dec. 5, followed by a 

ceremonial planting of trees at A.J. Lewis Greenview Elementary School.  

WHEN:  Friday, Dec. 5 at 9 a.m. 

WHERE: A.J. Lewis Greenview Elementary School, 726 Easter Street 

For more information, contact Sara Hollar at 545-3860. 

 

*please see attached flyer 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, December 8, 2014 

Contact: Zoning Division at 803-545-3333 

Board of Zoning Appeals Draft Agenda 

The Board of Zoning Appeals will conduct a meeting on Tuesday, December 9 at 10 a.m. Please see 

attached for the draft agenda. 

 

Past agendas and the approved minutes of previous meetings can also be found here: 

www.columbiasc.gov/planning-boards-commissions/boza/agendas-minutes. Click on the blue hyperlinks 

for a copy of the case summary and packet for each case.   
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

December 8, 2014 

Contact: Libby Gober at 803-545-3061 

 

Councilman Sam Davis to Host Holiday Reception 

 

WHAT: Councilman Sam Davis to host his 2014 Holiday Reception. 

 

WHO: Councilman Sam Davis 

 

WHERE: Eau Claire Print Building, 3907 Ensor Avenue 

 

WHEN: Monday, December 8, 2014 from 5 - 8 p.m. 

 

For more information, please call 803-545-3061. 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday, December 9, 2014 

Contact: Planning Division at 803-545-3222 

Design/Development Review Commission Agenda 

The Design/Development Review Commission will conduct a meeting on Thursday, December 11 at 4 

p.m. Please see attached for the agenda. 

 

Past agendas and the approved minutes of previous meetings can also be found here: 

http://www.columbiasc.net/planning-boards-commissions/ddrc/agendas-minutes. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

December 9, 2014 

Contact: Libby Gober at 803-545-3061 

 

Councilman Cameron Runyan to Host Christmas Celebration 

 

WHAT: Councilman Cameron Runyan to host his annual Christmas Celebration. 

 

WHO: Councilman Cameron Runyan  

 

WHERE: First Citizens Café, 1210 Main Street 

 

WHEN: Tuesday, December 9, 2014 from 5 - 7 p.m. 

 

For more information, please call 803-545-3061. 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday, December 9, 2014 

Contact: Leshia Utsey at 803-545-3020 

 

Columbia Police Department Announces Job Opportunities and Incentives 

Chief William “Skip” Holbrook launches a major Recruitment and Retention Initiative today that will 

allow the Columbia Police Department to hire qualified applicants for 45 (forty-five) vacant law 

enforcement officer positions.  The Department’s Plan also includes a 7% (seven percent) pay increase 

and a host of incentives to help recruit and retain law enforcement personnel. 

These initiatives are critical to public safety, as the Columbia Police Department works to become fully-

staffed and better positioned to compete with neighboring law enforcement agencies, whose salaries 

and incentives have historically given them a competitive advantage over the CPD--making it more 

difficult for the Department to recruit and retain good officers.      

The Columbia Police Department hopes to change that.  Beginning in 2015, positions that require 

specialized skills and training will receive additional pay for their expertise.  Officers who live in the City 

can look forward to a $500 annual Residency Bonus and Educational Pay Incentives will be available to 

all personnel who earn professional degrees while working with the Columbia Police 

Department.  Incentives also include signing bonuses for qualified and certified (new) officers, as well as 

low interest home loan programs. 

According to Chief Holbrook, “attracting and retaining law enforcement’s best and brightest will put the 

Columbia Police Department in a more competitive position and help to ensure our departmental 

transformation.” 
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These employment opportunities, as well as the Recruitment and Retention Incentives, will be widely 

publicized within the industry and are expected to attract candidates from across the Midlands and 

Southeastern United States. 

For more information about the Columbia Police Department and these exciting new opportunities, 

please contact: 

Columbia Police Department  

Office of Staff Development  

803-545-3552 

 

Or 

 

City of Columbia  

Human Resources Department  

803-545-3010 

 

 

 

 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Wednesday, December 10, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 
 

Registration Period Open for Men’s Adult Basketball League 

The City of Columbia Parks & Recreation Department is accepting registrations for the Men’s 
Adult Basketball League. 

Men ages 18 and older can participate. The fee to participate is $300 per team.  

The last day to register is January 1, 2015. The Men’s Basketball League season begins 
Sunday, January 25, 2015.  

To download a registration form, visit Parks & Recreation’s Athletics page online and click the 
“Adult Registration Form” link. 

Registration forms are also available at the Parks and Recreation Administration Office at 1111 
Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203. Forms must be returned to the administration office.  

For more information, please contact Corinn Taylor at 803-545-3109 or 
cetaylor@columbiasc.net. 

### 

*Please see the attached flyer 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

December 10, 2014 

Contact: Libby Gober at 803-545-3061 

 

Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine to host Annual Holiday Drop-In 

 

WHAT: Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine to host her Annual Holiday Drop-In. 

 

WHO: Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine 

 

WHERE: The Canal Room, 211 Gervais Street 

 

WHEN: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 from 5 - 8 p.m. 

 

For more information, please call 803-545-3061. 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

Art Center to Close for Christmas Break 

 

The Columbia Art Center located at 1928 Calhoun Street will be closed for a Christmas break from 

Monday, December 22, 2014, through Sunday, December 28, 2014. 

 

The center will reopen Monday, December 29, 2014, at 9 a.m. 

 

For more information, please call Brenda Oliver at 803-545-3093. 

 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

Sims Park Playground Reopening 

The City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department announced the grand reopening of the 

playground area at Sims Park. The playground was closed in November for the installation of new 

playground equipment. Light refreshments will be served.  

WHAT: Grand reopening of Sims Park playground area 

WHO: Councilman Moe Baddourah and City staff  

WHERE: Sims Park, 3500 Duncan Street, Columbia, SC 29205 

WHEN:  Saturday, December 13, 2014, at 11 a.m.  

For more information, call the Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-3100. 

### 

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net


39 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Contact: Community Development at 803-545-3373 

Community Development Loan Committee Meeting 

The Community Development Loan committee will conduct a meeting on Monday, December 15, 2014 

at 8:30 a.m. at 1225 Lady Street. See attached for the agenda. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, December 15, 2014 
Contact: Public Relations, Marketing & Media @ 545-3020 
 

City of Columbia To Hold Walk Bike Columbia Public Meeting 

What: The public is invited to a public meeting to see the draft pedestrian and bicycle master 
plan, share thoughts on the recommendations, and talk one on-one with the planning 
team. This is an opportunity for citizens to give input on the plan recommendations 
before City leadership considers formally adopting the plan.  

When:  Thursday, January 22, 2015 
              6 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. (Presentation at 6 P.M.) 
 

Where:  EdVenture Children’s Museum,  211 Gervais Street 
   The Canal Room (Lower Level – Entry at Facing Canal) 

 

More Information: Contact the City of Columbia Planning Department at 803-545-0229 or visit 
www.walkbikecolumbia.org. 

 

 

### 

 

*Please see the attached flyer. 

http://www.walkbikecolumbia.org/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, December 12, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Honor the Dream Food Drive Underway 

The City of Columbia, Richland School District One and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Foundation 

are collecting non-perishable items during the annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Honor the Dream Food 

Drive benefiting Harvest Hope Food Bank. The food drive ends January 2, 2015.  

The food drive is held each year to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s legacy of community service. Some 

requested items include canned fruit and vegetables, dry goods and canned meats. 

The public can drop off donations at the following locations:  

 City of Columbia Art Center, 1932 Calhoun Street  
 City Hall, 1737 Main Street  
 Columbia Tennis Center, 1635 Whaley Street 
 Charles R. Drew Wellness Center, 2101 Walker Solomon Way 
 Earlewood Park, 1111 Parkside Drive 
 Emily Douglas Park, 2500 Wheat Street 
 James E. Clyburn Golf Center, 2091 Slighs Avenue 
 Greenview Park, 6700 David Street 
 Hampton Park, 117 Brandon Avenue 
 Heathwood Park, 800 Abelia Road 
 Hyatt Park, 950 Jackson Avenue 
 Katheryn M. Bellfield Booker Washington Heights Cultural Arts Center, 2611 Grant 

Street 
 Lorick Park, 1600 Lorick Avenue 
 Martin Luther King Jr. Park, 2300 Greene Street  
 Melrose Park, 1500 Fairvew Road 
 Pinehurst Park, 2300 Pinehurst Road 
 St. Anna’s Park, 1315 Liberty Hill Avenue 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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 Sims Park, 3500 Duncan Street  
 Woodland Park, 6500 Olde Knight Parkway 
 City Human Resources, 1225 Lady Street  
 Columbia Fire Department, 1800 Laurel Street 
 Columbia Police Department, 1 Justice Square 
 Public Works, 2190 Colonial Drive 

For more information, please call the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-

3100. 

### 

 

 

*Please see the attached flyer 
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For Immediate Release 

December 12, 2014 

Contact: Sara Hollar, Forestry and Beautification at 545-3860 

  

SCE&G To Perform Tree Trimming Activities As Scheduled for 2014   

SCE&G will perform tree trimming activities along overhead utility lines in the following neighborhoods 

for the next two weeks:  

Hampton-Wildcat Neighborhood 

Crosshill Neighborhood  

Hampton Ridge Neighborhood Association 

Heyward Park Neighborhood 

Hampton Hills Homeowners 

Meadowfield Neighborhood Association 

Kilbourne Park Neighborhood Association 

Heathwood Park Neighborhood 

Sherwood Forest Neighborhood 

Hampton Leas Neighborhood 

St. Marks Woods Neighborhood Association 

South Meadowfield Neighborhood Association 

Yorkshire Neighborhood Association 

 

The trimming will be completed by SCE&G contractors and work will be closely monitored on a daily 

basis by the City’s 4 Certified Arborists from the Forestry and Beautification Division. 

The purpose of the trimming activities is to increase safety and reliability of the electric service.  SCE&G 

reports an 89% improvement in reliability in vegetation related outages in areas where trimming is 

completed compared to a year ago.  The trimming guidelines include removing vegetation within 8-12 

feet below and beside the power lines and up to 20 feet above the power lines.  
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 SCE&G and their contractors trim in accordance with International Society of Arboriculture guidelines, 

using ANSI A300 pruning methods leaving good cuts that will generate new growth.   

For more information about SCE&G’s tree trimming efforts, including helpful tips and suggestions 

regarding the planting of trees and other vegetation, visit www.sceg.com/treetrimming.             

You can also contact SCE&G’s 24 hour Customer Service Center toll-free at 1-800-251-7234 or email 

SCEGContactUs@SCANA.com 

For continued updates from the city of Columbia follow us on Twitter @cityofcolumbia or “like” the City 

of Columbia on Facebook. 

 

### 

 

  

Related Links: 

Tree Trimming Neighborhood Maps 
VIDEO: Tree Trimming: Safety, Reliability and Healthy Trees 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sceg.com/treetrimming
mailto:SCEGContactUs@SCANA.com
http://twitter.com/#!/CityofColumbia
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Columbia-Fan-Page/314017671871
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Columbia-Fan-Page/314017671871
http://www.columbiasc.net/forestry/tree-trimming
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWgy26a2WT4&list=UUKBgxSsWeJ1ldT-XUSGzLBw&index=33
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, December 12, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

Sims Park Playground Reopening 

The City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department announced the grand reopening of the 

playground area at Sims Park. The playground was closed in November for the installation of new 

playground equipment. Light refreshments will be served.  

WHAT: Grand reopening of Sims Park playground area 

WHO: Councilman Moe Baddourah and City staff  

WHERE: Sims Park, 3500 Duncan Street, Columbia, SC 29205 

WHEN:  Saturday, December 13, 2014, at 11 a.m.  

For more information, call the Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-3100. 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Friday, December 12, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 
 

City of Columbia Accepting Nominations for the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dream 
Keeper Scholarship 

  

The City of Columbia is accepting nominations for the 2015 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dream 
Keeper Scholarship Awards. 

The Dream Keeper Award recognizes exemplary displays of committed service to the tenets of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.   

The ideals of social responsibility, political empowerment, diversity, racial harmony, 
nonviolence, and unselfish service must be demonstrated voluntarily by the nominee in support 
of his or her community and fellow citizens. 

The nominee must be age 18 or younger and enrolled in school with a minimum 2.0 grade point 
average.  

Winners will be announced at the City of Columbia’s annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Celebration on Monday, January 19, 2015, at 4 p.m. at the Martin Luther King Jr. Park and 
Community Center, 2300 Greene Street. Nominees must attend the celebration.  

Applications are available online for download or at any community center.  

Applications must be returned in person or by mail to the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation 
Department, 1111 Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203. Applications must be postmarked by 
Friday, January 2, 2015. 

 

 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
http://www.columbiasc.net/depts/pr/dream_keeper_application_2015.pdf
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For more information, contact Shireese M. Bell at 803-545-3100 or smbell@columbiasc.net, or 
visit www.columbiasc.net. 

### 

 

*Please see the attached application 

 

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, December 12, 2014 

Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-7387 

 

Home for the Holidays Adoption Specials 

 

WHAT: Columbia Animal Services will offer pets for $25 during the holidays. Gift cards can also be 

purchased for pet adoptions.  

WHERE: Columbia Animal Services, 127 Humane Lane 

WHEN: December  15 – 24, 2014                 

COST:  $25 

 

For more information about Columbia Animal Services’ adoption specials, please contact Marli Drum at 

803-776-7387.             

### 

 

*Please see attached flyer 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, December 12, 2014 

Contact: Ron King at (803) 545-0280 

 

Community Development to Hold Start Fresh Financial Education Workshop 

WHAT: Learn the importance of banking, budgeting, saving and building your credit at City of Columbia’s 

Community Development Financial Education Workshop.  

WHERE: 1225 Lady Street on the second floor  

WHEN:  Saturday, December 13, 2014 

For more information or to register, call 803.545.0280 or visit www.columbiasc.net. 

                

 

 

### 

 

*Please see attached flyer 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, December 12, 2014 

Contact: John Hooks at 545-3800 

City of Columbia Leaf Collection Services Delayed  

 

The City of Columbia Solid Waste Division leaf collection services are delayed by one day 

due to the high volume of collections. The division is working through the week to get back 

on regular schedule.  

For further information, please contact Solid Waste at (803) 545-3800. 

 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, December 12, 2014 

Contact: Erika Moore at 545-3043 

 

City Council Meeting Agendas for December 16, 2014 

 

The Columbia City Council will conduct a Work Session at 2 p.m. and a Council 

Meeting at 6 p.m. The agendas are attached for your review. 

 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Saturday, December 13, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

Sims Park Playground Reopening 

The City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department announced that the grand reopening of the 

playground at Sims Park will be held today, December 13, 2014, at 11 a.m. The playground was closed in 

November for the installation of new playground equipment. Light refreshments will be served.  

WHAT: Grand reopening of Sims Park playground area 

WHO: Councilman Moe Baddourah and City staff  

WHERE: Sims Park, 3500 Duncan Street, Columbia, SC 29205 

WHEN: Today, December 13, 2014, at 11 a.m.  

 

For more information, call the Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-3100. 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, December 15, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

27th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 

The City of Columbia and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Foundation announced the 27th 
Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration will be held on Monday, January 19, 2015, at 4 
p.m. at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Park and Community Center, 2300 Greene Street. 

Columbia Urban League President and Chief Executive Officer James T. McLawhorn, Jr. will be 
the keynote speaker. The celebration will also include performances from A. C. Flora High 
School Gospel Ensemble, The Brotherhood of First Nazareth Baptist Church and Jonathan 
Cannon, a Dutch Fork High School junior. 

The celebration will also include a Wreath Laying Ceremony to commemorate the historic 
marker honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at 3:06 p.m. at the corner of Harden and Greene 
streets. Members of the Alpha Psi Lambda and Omicron Iota Lambda chapters of Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. will lead the ceremony. 

On Saturday, January 17, 2015, the Omicron Iota Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. and Bridging the Gap With Alpha, Inc. will hold the 25th Annual Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 5K Run/Fitness Walk at 9: a.m. at Martin Luther King, Jr. Park located at 2300 Greene 
Street.   

If registering before January 9, 2015, the registration fee is $25 (includes a commemorative T-
shirt) or $20 (without a T-shirt). After January 9, the fee is $30 (with T-shirt) or $25 (without the 
T-shirt). 

Olympic-style medals will be awarded to the first three male and female finishers in 13 age 
divisions. Proceeds from the race will benefit the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Foundation 
and The Alpha Academy.  

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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To register, visit www.strictlyrunning.com.  Applications are also available by calling 803-254-
8070 or emailing kolonel@bellsouth.net.  

For more information about the race, contact Willie L. Odom at 803-254-8070 or 
kolonel@bellsouth.net or visit www.AlphaOIL.org/MLK.  

For more information about the 27th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration, contact 
Shireese M. Bell at 803-545-3100 or smbell@columbiasc.net, or visit www.columbiasc.net. 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday, December 16, 2014 

Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-7387 

 

Home for the Holidays Adoption Specials 

WHAT: Columbia Animal Services will offer pets for $25 during the holidays. Gift cards can also be 

purchased for pet adoptions.  

WHERE: Columbia Animal Services, 127 Humane Lane 

WHEN: Now through Dec. 24               

COST:  $25 

For more information about Columbia Animal Services’ adoption specials, please contact Marli Drum at 

803-776-7387.                

 

### 

 

*Please see attached flyer 
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For Immediate Release 

December 17, 2014 
Contact: Public Relations, Marketing & Media, 803-545-3020                                             

 

City of Columbia Holiday Closings 
Garbage Collection Schedule Changes 

 

City of Columbia offices will be closed in observance of the following holidays: 

Christmas 

 Thursday, December 25, 2014 
 Friday, December 26, 2014 

o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Thursday, December 25, 2014 will be 
rescheduled for Friday, December 26, 2014. 

o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Friday, December 26, 2014 will be 
rescheduled for Saturday, December 27, 2014. 

 

New Year’s Day 

 Thursday, January 1, 2015 
o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Thursday, January 1, 2015 will be 

rescheduled for Friday, January 2, 2015. 
o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Friday, January 2, 2015 will be 

rescheduled for Saturday, January 3, 2015. 

 

 

### 
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For Immediate Release 
December 17, 2014 
Contact: Public Relations, Marketing & Media, 803-545-3020                                             

 

City of Columbia Public Works Department Announces Garbage Collection 

Schedule Changes 

 

The City of Columbia Public Works Department has updated the holiday garbage and recycling schedule 

for the following days: 

 

Christmas 

o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Thursday, December 25, 2014 will be 
rescheduled for Friday, December 26, 2014. 

o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Friday, December 26, 2014 will be 
rescheduled for Saturday, December 27, 2014. 
 

 

New Year’s Day 

o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Thursday, January 1, 2015 will be 
rescheduled for Friday, January 2, 2015. 

o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Friday, January 2, 2015 will be 
rescheduled for Saturday, January 3, 2015. 

 

 

### 
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Monday, December 17, 2014 
Contact: Krista Hampton, City of Columbia, at 545-3425 
 
 

City of Columbia Planning Commission - Public Notice 

 

What: The City of Columbia SC, Planning Commission will hold a work session to review the draft 
Land Use Plan at the above time and location.  There will be no official Planning Commission 
action or votes taken at this work session. 

 

When:  Thursday, December 18, 2015 

              3:30 P.M. 

 

Where: 1136 Washington Street  

              (3rd Floor Conference Room) 

 

More Information: For additional information, please contact: Krista Hampton, City of 
Columbia, at 545-3425 or kmhampton@columbiasc.net 
. 

 

 

### 

mailto:kmhampton@columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Thursday, December 18, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

Art Center to Close for Christmas Break 

 

The Columbia Art Center located at 1928 Calhoun Street will be closed for a Christmas break from 

Monday, December 22, 2014, through Sunday, December 28, 2014. 

 

The center will reopen Monday, December 29, 2014, at 9 a.m. 

 

For more information, please call Brenda Oliver at 803-545-3093. 

 

### 
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For Immediate Release 
December 19, 2014 
Contact: Public Relations, Marketing & Media, 803-545-3020                                             

 

Advertisement for a Vacancy for Midlands Authority for Conventions Sports and Tourism 
Board of Directors 

             

The City of Columbia is accepting applications for the Midlands Authority for Conventions Sports 
and Tourism Board of Directors. The mission of the Midlands Authority for Conventions Sports 
and Tourism includes: directing and managing the activities and mission of the Columbia 
Metropolitan Convention and Visitors Bureau, the Columbia Regional Sports Council and the 
Columbia Regional Visitors Center; and overseeing the development and operation of the 
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center under a long-term management agreement for the 
benefit of the Governmental Entities: City of Columbia, Lexington County and Richland County.  

We are seeking an individual to represent the lodging industry as required in this board’s by-
laws. 

All applicants must work/reside within Columbia city limits. 

 

Deadline – Applications are due no later than Friday, January 10, 2015, 5 p.m. 
 
For applications and more information contact Connie Lucius at (803) 545-4268 or send a 
request to cflucius@columbiasc.net. You can also visit our website at 
http://www.columbiasc.net/boards-commissions to download an application.  

  

 

 

### 

mailto:cflucius@columbiasc.net?subject=Board%20and%20Commissions
http://www.columbiasc.net/boards-commissions
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Friday, December 19, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 
 

Registration Period Open for Men’s Adult Basketball League 

The City of Columbia Parks & Recreation Department is accepting registrations for the Men’s 
Adult Basketball League. 

Men ages 18 and older can participate. The fee to participate is $300 per team.  

The last day to register is January 1, 2015. The Men’s Basketball League season begins 
Sunday, January 25, 2015.  

To download a registration form, visit Parks & Recreation’s Athletics page online and click the 
“Adult Registration Form” link. 

Registration forms are also available at the Parks and Recreation Administration Office at 1111 
Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203. Forms must be returned to the administration office.  

For more information, please contact Corinn Taylor at 803-545-3109 or 
cetaylor@columbiasc.net. 

 

### 

 

 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
http://www.columbiasc.net/parks-recreation/athletics
mailto:cetaylor@columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, December 19, 2014 

Contact: Dollie Bristow at 545-3371 

 

City of Columbia to Host Public Forums for Citizen Input in Five Year Consolidated Plan 

Columbia's Vision needs your voice! The City of Columbia’s Community Development department will 

host public forums for citizen input in the Five Year Consolidated Plan for submission to the Department 

of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). All interested citizens of the City are invited to provide input 

and comments on community needs by attending one of the four public forums: 

Thursday, January 8, 2015 at 6 p.m. 

Earlewood Park Community Center, 1111 Parkside Drive 

 

Thursday, January 15, 2015 at 6 p.m. 

King Park, 2300 Greene Street 

 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 at 6 p.m. 

Edisto Discovery Park, 1914 Wiley Park  

 

Thursday, January 29, 2015 at 6 p.m. 

Woodland Park, 6500 Olde Knight Parkway  

 

The Consolidated Plan is the application for federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), 

HOME Partnership Investment Program (HOME) and Housing Opportunities for Persons with Aids 

(HOPWA) program funding and consists of strategies to address the housing, homeless and community 

development needs of the City. A summary of citizen comments will be included in the 2015 – 2020 

Consolidated Plan submitted to HUD.  

For more information, contact Dollie Bristow at 545-3371 or Community Development at 545-3373. 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, December 19, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net  
 

City of Columbia’s WOW! New Year’s Eve Carnival 

WHAT:     Bring the whole family out for the City of Columbia’s WOW! New Year’s Eve Carnival. This 

family-friendly event features carnival rides, inflatables, carnival games, stilt walkers, balloon 

twisters, face painting, karaoke and more!  

WHERE:   Main and Hampton streets 

WHEN:     6-11 p.m. December 31, 2014 

COST:      Admission to the WOW! New Year’s Eve Carnival is free. There is a fee for carnival rides, 

inflatables and face painting. Prices will vary.  

NOTE:     Main Street ICE will be open from 12 p.m.- 12 a.m. on New Year’s Eve. The fee to skate is $10 

for adults, $8 for children (age 12 and under) and $8 for active duty military and seniors (55+). 

The fee includes skate rentals. 

For more information, call the Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-3100. 

### 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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For Immediate Release 

December 19, 2014 

Contact: Sara Hollar, Forestry and Beautification at 545-3860 

  

  

SCE&G To Perform Tree Trimming Activities As Scheduled for 2014   

SCE&G will perform tree trimming activities along overhead utility lines in the following neighborhoods 

for the next two weeks:  

Hampton-Wildcat Neighborhood 

Crosshill Neighborhood  

Hampton Ridge Neighborhood Association 

Heyward Park Neighborhood 

Hampton Hills Homeowners 

Meadowfield Neighborhood Association 

Kilbourne Park Neighborhood Association 

Heathwood Park Neighborhood 

Sherwood Forest Neighborhood 

Hampton Leas Neighborhood 

St. Marks Woods Neighborhood Association 

South Meadowfield Neighborhood Association 

Yorkshire Neighborhood Association 

 

The trimming will be completed by SCE&G contractors and work will be closely monitored on a daily 

basis by the City’s 4 Certified Arborists from the Forestry and Beautification Division. 

The purpose of the trimming activities is to increase safety and reliability of the electric service.  SCE&G 

reports an 89% improvement in reliability in vegetation related outages in areas where trimming is 

completed compared to a year ago.  The trimming guidelines include removing vegetation within 8-12 

feet below and beside the power lines and up to 20 feet above the power lines.  

SCE&G and their contractors trim in accordance with International Society of Arboriculture guidelines, 

using ANSI A300 pruning methods leaving good cuts that will generate new growth.   
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For more information about SCE&G’s tree trimming efforts, including helpful tips and suggestions 

regarding the planting of trees and other vegetation, visit www.sceg.com/treetrimming.           

You can also contact SCE&G’s 24 hour Customer Service Center toll-free at 1-800-251-7234 or email 

SCEGContactUs@SCANA.com 

For continued updates from the city of Columbia follow us on Twitter @cityofcolumbia or “like” the City 

of Columbia on Facebook. 

 

### 

 

  

Related Links: 

Tree Trimming Neighborhood Maps 
VIDEO: Tree Trimming: Safety, Reliability and Healthy Trees 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sceg.com/treetrimming
mailto:SCEGContactUs@SCANA.com
http://twitter.com/#!/CityofColumbia
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Columbia-Fan-Page/314017671871
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Columbia-Fan-Page/314017671871
http://www.columbiasc.net/forestry/tree-trimming
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWgy26a2WT4&list=UUKBgxSsWeJ1ldT-XUSGzLBw&index=33
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, December 19, 2014 

Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-7387 

 

Home for the Holidays Adoption Specials 

 

WHAT: Columbia Animal Services will offer pets for $25 during the holidays. Gift cards 

can also be purchased for pet adoptions.  

 

WHERE: Columbia Animal Services, 127 Humane Lane 

 

WHEN: Now through Dec. 24 

                 

COST:  $25 

 

For more information about Columbia Animal Services’ adoption specials, please contact 

Marli Drum at 803-776-7387.  

                

 

 

### 

 

*Please see attached flyer 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, December 22, 2014 

Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-7387 

 

Home for the Holidays Adoption Specials 

 

WHAT: Columbia Animal Services will offer pets for $25 during the holidays. Gift cards 

can also be purchased for pet adoptions.  

 

WHERE: Columbia Animal Services, 127 Humane Lane 

 

WHEN: Now through Dec. 24 

                 

COST:  $25 

 

For more information about Columbia Animal Services’ adoption specials, please contact 

Marli Drum at 803-776-7387.  

                

 

### 

 

*Please see attached flyer 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, December 22, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net  
 

City of Columbia’s WOW! New Year’s Eve Carnival 

WHAT:     Bring the whole family out for the City of Columbia’s WOW! New Year’s Eve Carnival. This 

family-friendly event features carnival rides, inflatables, carnival games, stilt walkers, balloon 

twisters, face painting, karaoke and more!  

 

WHERE:   Main and Hampton streets 

 

WHEN:     6-11 p.m. December 31, 2014 

 

COST:      Admission to the WOW! New Year’s Eve Carnival is free. There is a fee for carnival rides, 

inflatables and face painting. Prices will vary.  

 

NOTE:     Main Street ICE will be open from 12 p.m.- 12 a.m. on New Year’s Eve. The fee to skate is $10 

for adults, $8 for children (age 12 and under) and $8 for active duty military and seniors (55+). 

The fee includes skate rentals. 

 

For more information, call the Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-3100. 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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For Immediate Release 

December 22, 2014 
Contact: Public Relations, Marketing & Media, 803-545-3020                                             

 

City of Columbia Holiday Closings 
Garbage Collection Schedule Changes 

 

City of Columbia offices will be closed in observance of the following holidays: 

 

Christmas 

 Thursday, December 25, 2014 
 Friday, December 26, 2014 

o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Thursday, December 25, 2014 will be 
rescheduled for Friday, December 26, 2014. 

o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Friday, December 26, 2014 will be 
rescheduled for Saturday, December 27, 2014. 
 

 

New Year’s Day 

 Thursday, January 1, 2015 
o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Thursday, January 1, 2015 will be 

rescheduled for Friday, January 2, 2015. 
o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Friday, January 2, 2015 will be 

rescheduled for Saturday, January 3, 2015. 
 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, December 22, 2014 

Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-7387 

 

Pet of the Week: Duke (ID# A201859) 

 

Duke is a two-year-old Carolina/Chow mix. He is loyal and a very family-friendly dog. Duke 

is neutered and microchipped. Visit Duke today to see if he’s a good fit for your family! 

 

Visit Duke and other pets available for adoption at the ColumbiaAnimal Shelter, 127 Humane 

Lane. Visit www.columbiasc.net/animal-services or call 803-776-PETS for more information. 

 

 

 

### 

*Please see attached for photo 

 

 

 

 

http://www.columbiasc.net/animal-services
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday, December 23, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

City of Columbia Accepting Nominations for the MLK Dream Keeper 

Scholarship 

  

The City of Columbia is accepting nominations for the 2015 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Dream Keeper Scholarship Awards. 

  

The Dream Keeper Award recognizes exemplary displays of committed service to the 

tenets of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.   

  

The ideals of social responsibility, political empowerment, diversity, racial harmony, 

nonviolence, and unselfish service must be demonstrated voluntarily by the nominee in 

support of his or her community and fellow citizens. 

  

The nominee must be age 18 or younger and enrolled in school with a minimum 2.0 

grade point average. 

  

Winners will be announced at the City of Columbia’s annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Celebration on Monday, January 19, 2015, at 4 p.m. at the Martin Luther King Jr. Park 

and Community Center, 2300 Greene Street. Nominees must attend the celebration.  

  

Applications are available online for download or at any community center.  

  

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
http://www.columbiasc.net/depts/pr/dream_keeper_application_2015.pdf
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Applications must be returned in person or by mail to the City of Columbia Parks and 

Recreation Department, 1111 Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203. Applications must 

be postmarked by Friday, January 2, 2015. 

  

For more information, contact Shireese M. Bell at 803-545-3100 or 

smbell@columbiasc.net, or visit www.columbiasc.net. 

### 

 

 

*Please see the attached PDF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
http://www.columbiasc.net/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday, December 23, 2014 

Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-7387 

 

Home for the Holidays Adoption Specials 

WHAT: Columbia Animal Services will offer pets for $25 during the holidays. Gift cards 

can also be purchased for pet adoptions.  

WHERE: Columbia Animal Services, 127 Humane Lane 

WHEN: Now through Dec. 24 

                 

COST:  $25 

 

For more information about Columbia Animal Services’ adoption specials, please contact 

Marli Drum at 803-776-7387.  

                

 

### 

 

 

 

*Please see attached flyer 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, December 29, 2014 

Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-7387 

 

Pet of the Week: Prancer (ID# A206713) 

 

Prancer is a six-month-old domestic short hair cat. He is very curious and extremely smart. 

Prancer is neutered, microchipped and ready to take home. Meet him today! 

 

Visit Prancer and other pets available for adoption at the ColumbiaAnimal Shelter, 127 

Humane Lane. Visit www.columbiasc.net/animal-services or call 803-776-PETS for more 

information. 

 

 

 

### 

*Please see attached for photo 

 

 

http://www.columbiasc.net/animal-services
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, December 29, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 
 

Registration Period Open for Men’s Adult Basketball League 

The City of Columbia Parks & Recreation Department is accepting registrations for the Men’s 
Adult Basketball League. 

Men ages 18 and older can participate. The fee to participate is $300 per team.  

The last day to register is Thursday, January 1, 2015. The Men’s Adult Basketball League 
season begins Sunday, January 25, 2015.  

To download a registration form, visit Parks & Recreation’s Athletics page online and click the 
“Adult Registration Form” link. 

Registration forms are also available at the Parks and Recreation Administration Office at 1111 
Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203. Forms must be returned to the administration office.  

For more information, please contact Corinn Taylor at 803-545-3109 or 
cetaylor@columbiasc.net. 

 

### 

 

 

 

*Please see the attached flyer 

 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
http://www.columbiasc.net/parks-recreation/athletics
mailto:cetaylor@columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, December 29, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

City of Columbia Accepting Nominations for the MLK Dream Keeper 

Scholarship 

The City of Columbia is accepting nominations for the 2015 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Dream Keeper Scholarship Awards. 

The Dream Keeper Award recognizes exemplary displays of committed service to the 

tenets of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.   

The ideals of social responsibility, political empowerment, diversity, racial harmony, 

nonviolence, and unselfish service must be demonstrated voluntarily by the nominee in 

support of his or her community and fellow citizens. 

The nominee must be age 18 or younger and enrolled in school with a minimum 2.0 

grade point average. 

Winners will be announced at the City of Columbia’s annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Celebration on Monday, January 19, 2015, at 4 p.m. at the Martin Luther King Jr. Park 

and Community Center, 2300 Greene Street. Nominees must attend the celebration.  

Applications are available online for download or at any community center.  

Applications must be returned in person or by mail to the City of Columbia Parks and 

Recreation Department, 1111 Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203. Applications must 

be postmarked by Friday, January 2, 2015. 

For more information, contact Shireese M. Bell at 803-545-3100 or 

smbell@columbiasc.net, or visit www.columbiasc.net. 

### 

 

*Please see the attached application 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
http://www.columbiasc.net/depts/pr/dream_keeper_application_2015.pdf
mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
http://www.columbiasc.net/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, December 29, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Honor the Dream Food Drive Underway 

The City of Columbia, Richland School District One and the Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Memorial Foundation are collecting non-perishable items during the annual Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Honor the Dream Food Drive benefiting Harvest Hope Food Bank. The 

food drive ends Friday, January 2, 2015.  

The food drive is held each year to honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy of 

community service. Some requested items include canned fruit and vegetables, dry 

goods and canned meats. 

The public can drop off donations at the following locations:  

 City of Columbia Art Center, 1932 Calhoun Street  

 City Hall, 1737 Main Street  

 Columbia Tennis Center, 1635 Whaley Street 

 Charles R. Drew Wellness Center, 2101 Walker Solomon Way 

 Earlewood Park, 1111 Parkside Drive 

 Emily Douglas Park, 2500 Wheat Street 

 James E. Clyburn Golf Center, 2091 Slighs Avenue 

 Greenview Park, 6700 David Street 

 Hampton Park, 117 Brandon Avenue 

 Heathwood Park, 800 Abelia Road 

 Hyatt Park, 950 Jackson Avenue 

 Katheryn M. Bellfield Booker Washington Heights Cultural Arts Center, 2611 

Grant Street 

 Lorick Park, 1600 Lorick Avenue 

 Martin Luther King Jr. Park, 2300 Greene Street  

 Melrose Park, 1500 Fairvew Road 

 Pinehurst Park, 2300 Pinehurst Road 

 St. Anna’s Park, 1315 Liberty Hill Avenue 

 Sims Park, 3500 Duncan Street  

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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 Woodland Park, 6500 Olde Knight Parkway 

 City Human Resources, 1225 Lady Street  

 Columbia Fire Department, 1800 Laurel Street 

 Columbia Police Department, 1 Justice Square 

 Public Works, 2910 Colonial Drive 

For more information, please call the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation 

Department at 803-545-3100. 

### 

 

*Please see the attached flyer 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, December 29, 2014 

Contact: Ron King at (803) 545-0280 

 

Community Development to Continue Start Fresh Financial Education 

Workshop Series 

 

WHAT: Learn the importance of banking, budgeting, saving and building your credit at 

City of Columbia’s Community Development Financial Education Workshop.  

 

WHERE: 1225 Lady Street on the second floor  

  

WHEN:  Saturday, Jan. 17, 2015 from 9-11:30 a.m. 

 

Additional workshops will be held from 9-11:30 a.m. at 1225 Lady Street on the 

following Saturdays: 

 Feb. 21 
 March 17 

 

For more information or to register, call 803.545.0280 or visit www.columbiasc.net. 

               

### 

 

*Please see attached flyer 

www.columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, December 30, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net  

 

City of Columbia’s WOW! New Year’s Eve Carnival 

WHAT: Bring the whole family out for the City of Columbia’s WOW! New Year’s Eve 

Carnival. This family-friendly event features carnival rides, inflatables, carnival 

games, stilt walkers, balloon twisters, face painting, karaoke and more!  

WHERE: Main and Hampton streets 

WHEN:   6-11 p.m. December 31, 2014 

COST:  Admission to the WOW! New Year’s Eve Carnival is free. There is a fee for 

carnival rides, inflatables and face painting. Prices will vary.  

NOTE:  Main Street ICE will be open from 12 p.m.- 12 a.m. on New Year’s Eve. The fee 

to skate is $10 for adults, $8 for children (age 12 and under) and $8 for active 

duty military and seniors (55+). The fee includes skate rentals. 

For more information, call the Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-3100. 

### 

*Please see the attached flyer 

 

 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, December 31, 2014 

Contact: Zoning Division at 803-545-3333 

Agenda for Planning Commission Meeting 

The Planning Commission will conduct a Land Use Plan Work Session and meeting on 

Monday, January 5, 2015. Please see attached for the agenda. 

 

Past agendas and the approved minutes of previous meetings can also be found here: 

www.columbiasc.gov/planning-boards-commissions/pc/agendas.   

 

Please be aware that City of Columbia offices will be closed on Thursday of 

this week (January 1) in observance of New Year’s Day. 

 

 

 

### 

 

 

http://www.columbiasc.gov/planning-boards-commissions/pc/agendas
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, December 31, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net  

 

City of Columbia’s WOW! New Year’s Eve Carnival 

WHAT: Bring the whole family out for the City of Columbia’s WOW! New Year’s Eve 

Carnival. This family-friendly event features carnival rides, inflatables, carnival 

games, stilt walkers, balloon twisters, face painting, karaoke and more!  

WHERE: Main and Hampton streets 

WHEN:   6-11 p.m. today, December 31, 2014 

COST:  Admission to the WOW! New Year’s Eve Carnival is free. There is a fee for 

carnival rides, inflatables and face painting. Prices will vary.  

NOTE:  Main Street ICE will be open from 12 p.m.- 12 a.m. on New Year’s Eve. The fee 

to skate is $10 for adults, $8 for children (age 12 and under) and $8 for active 

duty military and seniors (55+). The fee includes skate rentals. 

For more information, call the Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-3100. 

### 

*Please see the attached flyer 

 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net

