
Columbia Animal Services Launches  

Animal Cruelty Awareness Campaign 

Due to the number of animals suffering from abuse and neglect, Columbia Animal Services is launching an animal 

cruelty awareness campaign. The campaign is a part of Be Kind to Animals Week, an annual week that encourages   

compassion toward animals, but will be a continuing initiative in order to inform citizens to report animal abuse. 

Did you know? 

 Neglect and abandonment are the most common forms of companion animal abuse in the United States. 

 Pit bull dogs are the most common victims of animal cruelty. 

 71% of domestic violence victims report that their abuser also targeted their animal. 

 
The goal of this campaign is to encourage Columbia citizens to call Columbia Animal Services or their local animal 

control if they suspect animal neglect or abuse. Additionally, the shelter wants to provide tips on proper feeding and 

care for animals. In many cases, we find that simple education and a few adjustments in the animal’s environment is 

all that is needed.   

If you know of a dog, a cat or any animal that is suffering, please contact your local animal control at 803-776-7387 

or animal@columbiasc.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year dozens of dogs just like this one find their way to the Columbia Animal Shelter.  Some have suffered 

from starvation,  neglect and even cruelty and we are asking for your help.  If you know of a dog, a cat or any  

animal that is suffering, please contact your local animal control at: 

803) 776-7387 

Or 

animal@columbiasc.net 

Together, we can fight against animal cruelty! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Columbia Animal Services 

127 Humane Lane 

Columbia, SC 29209 

 

CITY AND SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICIALS HOLD PRESS CONFERENCE  

AT VIRGINIA PACK SCHOOL DEMOLITION SITE  

The City of Columbia and Richland County School District One officials announced the demolition and future 
plans for the former Virginia Pack Elementary School site on June 6, 2014.  The demolition project was a result of 
the collaborative effort of the City, the school district and residents of the Belvedere neighborhood. 

 
Residents had expressed concerns regarding a need for a recreational presence and community center in the       

neighborhood.  The previous space had become a public safety hazard due to its vacancy for ten years. 
 

“For some time, we’ve heard requests from the Belvedere Community for more public safety and more community 
amenities and we have begun to eradicate those problems,” said Councilman Brian DeQuincey Newman.  Mayor 
Steve Benjamin, Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine and residents of the Belvedere Community also attended the 

press conference. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approximately two years ago, the process and discussions began. The City of Columbia and Richland County 

School District One came to an agreement that the facility would be too costly to renovate and the layout prohibited 
efficient reuse.  Through a partnership, the City of Columbia and Richland County School District One agreed to 

demolish the existing structure and build something different.  The agreement was signed by Columbia City Council 
in October 2013.  When the demolition is completed, the space will be fine-graded to an open playfield (no struc-
ture) and will be referred to as the Virginia Pack Open Playfield & Green Space. 

 
The space will be fully accessible to all residents in the Belvedere community for: cookouts, soccer, football, outdoor 

gatherings and games for children in the community.  It will be the City’s responsibility to maintain the property. 

 

 

 

(Left to Right:  Virginia Pack Elementary during demolition). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Left to Right:  Councilmembers and Citizens of the Belvedere Community gather around the unveiled sign.) 

 

 

Columbia recognizes  Homeownership Month 

June was National Homeownership Month and Community Development celebrated homeownership with the 
OMG Workshop.  

 
On Tuesday, June 17, Columbia City Council declared the month of June as National Homeownership Month in 

Columbia with a proclamation and recognized the Community Development staff for their continual work in in-
creasing homeownership and educating Columbia about the benefits of homeownership. Community partners such 

as South Carolina Bank and Trust and The Home Depot were honored at the meeting as supporters the OMG of 
Homeownership Workshop.  
 

The department aims to provide opportunities for citizens and neighborhood organizations to access education and 
resources that enhance livability and sustainability and that promote a suitable living environment. The OMG of 

Homeownership was created three years ago and has continued to grow and help residents learn about homeown-
ership.  

 
The 2014 OMG of Homeownership Workshop was held on Saturday, June 21 at the Midlands Technical College, 
Northeast Campus. Over 150 people were there to learn more about owning, maintaining and gardening. This 

workshop is designed for those looking to purchase their first home, long-time owners and those who want to be-
come better homeowners. This year’s classes ranged from recycling to home efficiency to credit counseling.  

 
Community Development is the fuel supporting the local economy by providing resources and opportunities for 

growth.  Community Development programs increase homeownership and build neighborhood capacity through 
excellent customer service. Partnerships with banks, neighborhoods and organizations allow us to improve the 
quality of life and continue to make Columbia a world-class city. 

 
For more information about the Community Development Department services, please call 803-545-3373 or visit 

www.columbiasc.net/community-development.  

 

 

 

The North Columbia food park 

farmers market celebrates  

grand opening 

The North Columbia Business             

Association held their first Grand   

Opening June 26th, 2014 located 2720 

North Main Street (across from the 

Bank of  America at N. Main @        

Newman Streets). 

The North Columbia Food Park is a 

community comprised of  local          

vendors that aims to provide the      

citizens of  North Columbia and          

surrounding access to fresh fruits, 

plants and vegetables and other      

merchandise.   

The North Columbia Food Park will  

continue promoting healthy fruits and 

vegetables through November with   

local vendors who will be there every 

Thursday. 

 

 

2014 City of Columbia Holiday Schedule 

      Holiday 
  

Independence Day Friday— July 4, 2014 

Labor Day Monday— September 1, 2014 

Thanksgiving Day Thursday— November 27, 2014 

Day after Thanksgiving Day Friday— November 28, 2014 

Christmas Day Thursday— December 25, 2014 

Day in conjunction with Christmas Friday— December 26, 2014 

    Official & Designated Day-Date-2014 

Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!   

   

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

Walk Bike Columbia! is a comprehensive effort to address the pedestrian, bicycle, and transit needs of 

the City of Columbia through detailed analysis, public participation, and interagency collaboration. The 

website for the project is www.walkbikecolumbia.org and includes an interactive map where users can 

pinpoint specific locations where they would like to see infrastructure improvements, a 5-minute user 

survey, and other documents and project briefings that are updated regularly.  

WALK BIKE COLUMBIA 

PUBLIC WORKSHOPS 
District 1 29-Jul    5:30 pm- 7:30 pm  Eau Claire Print Building       3907 Ensor Street 

District 2 30-Jul    11:30am- 1:30 pm    Capstone (Campus Room)       898 Barnwell Street 

District 3 30-Jul    5:30 pm- 7:30 pm    MLK Park Community Center      2300 Greene Street 

District 4 31-Jul    5:30 pm- 7:30 pm    Woodland Park Community Center  6500 Olde Knight Parkway 

 

City Offices Closed in Observance of Independence Day  
 

City of Columbia offices will be closed on Friday, July 4, 2014 

in observance of the Independence Day holiday.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    All garbage and recycle routes will remain on schedule.  

 

Public Relations, Marketing and Media Department 

pio@columbiasc.net  P: 803-545-3020  F: 803-343-8719 

http://www.columbiasc.net/community-development
http://www.walkbikecolumbia.org
https://twitter.com/CityofColumbia
https://www.facebook.com/CityofColumbia?fref=ts
http://pinterest.com/wearecolumbia/
http://thecityofcolumbia.tumblr.com/
https://plus.google.com/app/basic/104408742813918380584/about?cbp=1xees9l23wrso
http://www.youtube.com/ColumbiaSCGovernment
http://instagram.com/wearecolumbia
http://www.linkedin.com/company/32254?trk=tyah&trkInfo=tas%3Acity%20of%20columbi%2Cidx%3A1-1-1
http://www.columbiasc.net/about-columbia/neighborhoods

