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JUNE PRESS RELEASES 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 2, 2014 

Contact: Libby Gober at 803-545-3061 

  

Councilman Cameron Runyan to Host Open House 

  

WHAT:          City Councilman Cameron Runyan will host his June Open House. 

  

WHO:            Councilman Cameron Runyan 

  

WHERE:        City Hall, 1737 Main St. 

  

WHEN:          Monday, June 23, 2014 from 5 p.m.— 6:30 p.m. 

  

For more information or to schedule an appointment, please call 803-545-3061.  
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For Immediate Release 

June 3, 2014 

Contact:  Jonathan Sherer, 255-8160 

  

CITY OF COLUMBIA 

2013 WATER QUALITY REPORT 

  

The City of Columbia, SC has released the 2013 Water Quality Report.   

  

This Report is provided to all City of Columbia water customers to comply with the Consumer 

Confidence Reports Rule of the 1996 Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments.  This Rule requires 

community water systems to disclose information about the quality and safety of their water to 

their customers each year. 

  

All customers have been notified of the electronic report link on their water bill beginning June 

2014.  For customers who directly receive their water from the City of Columbia and would like 

to receive a hard copy, please call the Customer Care Department at 545-3300 to obtain a 

copy.  Customers can also visit www.COLACCR.com for a direct link to the digital copy of the 

report. 

 

 

 

 

https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.COLACCR.com
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For Immediate Release 

June 3, 2014 

Contact: Michael Wukela, Office of the Mayor @ 803-413-5052 

  

Mayor Benjamin named NAN Public Servant of the Year 

  

New York, NY. – Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin‘s leadership and commitment to service has 

once again received national recognition as he was named Public Servant of the Year by the 

National Action Network at that organization‘s 5th annual Triumph Awards Monday night. 

  

―This great honor stands as a testament not to me but to the great people of Columbia who have 

entrusted me with this opportunity and supported our vision for the future,‖ said Mayor 

Benjamin. ―This is about recognizing all we have and can accomplish when we stand together as 

One Columbia and for that, if nothing else, I am truly thankful.‖ 

  

In addition to Mayor Benjamin, this year‘s NAN Triumph Awards recipients include PepsiCo 

Global Beverages Group‘s Chief Marketing Officer Frank Cooper, American Ballet Theater 

soloist Misty Copeland, President of ESSENCE Communications, Inc. and People en Espanol 

Michelle Ebanks, KWL Enterprises Founder and CEO Kevin Liles, Sanford Rubenstein, Esq. of 

Rubenstein & Rynecki and President of Comcast Cable‘s West Division Steve White. 

  

Previous recipients include the likes of George Lucas, John Legend, Phylicia Rashad, Tyler 

Perry and Radio One, Inc. founder Cathy Hughes. 
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This is the latest in a series of high profile recognitions for Mayor Benjamin which include 

serving on the U.S. Conference of Mayors‘ Board of Trustees and twice being named to the The 

Root 100 list of nation‘s most influential African-Americans (2011 and 2013). 

  

For more information about the National Action Network and the Triumph Awards, please visit 

nationalactionnetwork.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://nationalactionnetwork.net/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, June 4, 2014 

Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-7387 

  

Pick Your Price Cat Adoptions at Columbia Animal Services 

  

June is National Adopt A Shelter Cat Month and Columbia Animal Services is celebrating this 

month with the ―Name Your Own Price‖ adoption special.  

  

Participants can choose their own adoption price; however there is a minimum of $5, which 

doesn‘t include the pet license fee. All adoptions come with a free chicken sandwich voucher 

courtesy of Chik-fil-A. This special runs through Monday, June 30, 2014. 

  

All cats are spay/neutered, microchipped, vaccinated and tested for feline leukemia/aids. 

  

The Columbia Animal Shelter is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 

Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The shelter is located at 127 Humane Lane, Columbia, SC 29209 

and can be reached by calling 803-776-7387.  

  

For more information or to view adoptable pets, please visit www.petfinder.com.  

 

 

https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.petfinder.com
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Thursday, June 05, 2014 

Contact: Kim Mitchell at 803-545-3117 

  

Summer Movie Series Brings Friday Night Fun to Riverfront Park 

  

The Summer Movies Series returns to Riverfront Park, located at 312 Laurel St., this summer 

starting tomorrow, Friday, June 6, 2014.  

  

The free movies will be every Friday at 8:30 p.m. and the schedule is as follows: 

·         June 6- Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs 

·         June 13- Madagascar 3 

·         June 20- Turbo 

·         June 27- Mr. Peabody & Sherman  

·         July 4- Rio 2 

·         July 11- Rise of the Guardians 

·         July 18- Chicken Run 

·         July 25- Monster vs. Aliens 
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At 7 p.m., before the film starts rolling, there will be face painting, games, surprises and fun for 

the whole family.  

  

Attendees are welcome to bring blankets, lawn chairs and coolers. All movies are free and open 

to the public.  

  

For more information, please call Parks and Recreation at 803-545-3100 or visit 

www.columbiasc.net.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Thursday, June 05, 2014 

Contact: Jeff Rainwater at 803-545-3383 

  

City of Columbia Community Development to Host Third Annual OMG of 

Homeownership Workshop 

  

The City of Columbia Community Development Department will host its third annual OMG of 

Homeownership Workshop on Saturday, June 21, 2014 at Midlands Technical College, 

Northeast Campus, located at 151 Powell Rd.  

  

The free workshop is designed for first time buyers, long term owners and DIYers. This year‘s 

classes include: 

  

·         Prune It, Don‘t Ruin It  

·         Crime Prevention: Protecting Your Home in Layers  

·         Your Money & Credit: Make the Most of Both  

·         Recycling: The Basics and Beyond  

·         Intro to Square Foot Gardening  

·         And many more! 
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There will be chances to win door prizes from The Home Depot that include a seven piece 

outdoor dining set, a charcoal grill with accessories, a Rumble Stone fire pit and a yard tool 

package with a weed eater, folding saw, pruner and lopper.  

  

All those interested in the benefits of homeownership and those interested in home 

improvements should attend OMG. Participants can take up to two classes.  

  

Online registration is at http://www.columbia.sc.gov/OMG2014. The deadline to register is 

Wednesday, June 18, 2014 at 5 p.m.  

  

For more information, please call Community Development at 803-545-3373 or visit 

www.columbiasc.net.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.columbia.sc.gov/OMG2014
https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

June 5, 2014  

Contact: Leshia Utsey 803-422-3057  

City and School District Officials Hold Press to hold Conference at Virginia Pack School 

Demolition Site 

 WHAT:           City of Columbia and Richland School District One officials will gather at the 

site of the old Virginia Pack Elementary School to discuss the demolition of the building and the 

process for completing the project.  

  

WHO:             Hosted by Councilman Brian DeQuincey Newman  

City Council members  

Jamie Devine, Richland School District One Board member  

Allison Baker, Senior Assistant City Manager  

Diane Wiley, Belvedere Community Neighborhood president  

Bob Probst, Utilities and Engineering  

Utilities and Engineering staff and Belvedere residents  

WHERE:        Virginia Pack Elementary School  

3602 Thurmond Street  

Columbia, SC 29204  

  

 WHEN:           Friday, June 6, 2014 @ 12 p.m. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, June 06, 2014 

Contact: Kim Mitchell at 803-545-3117 

  

Summer Movie Series Brings Friday Night Fun to Riverfront Park 

  

The Summer Movies Series returns to Riverfront Park, located at 312 Laurel St., this summer 

starting tonight, Friday, June 6, 2014 with Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs.  

  

The free movies will be every Friday at 8:30 p.m. and the schedule is as follows: 

·         June 6- Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs 

·         June 13- Madagascar 3 

·         June 20- Turbo 

·         June 27- Mr. Peabody & Sherman  

·         July 4- Rio 2 

·         July 11- Rise of the Guardians 

·         July 18- Chicken Run 

·         July 25- Monster vs. Aliens 
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At 7 p.m., before the film starts rolling, there will be face painting, games, surprises and fun for 

the whole family.  

  

Attendees are welcome to bring blankets, lawn chairs and coolers. All movies are free and open 

to the public.  

  

For more information, please call Parks and Recreation at 803-545-3100 or visit 

www.columbiasc.net.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, June 06, 2014 

Contact: Kim Mitchell at 803-545-3117 

  

Summer Concert Series Heats Up Finlay Park Starting in June 

  

Beginning tomorrow, Saturday, June 7, 2014, the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation 

Department will be bringing the sounds of summer to Finlay Park, located at 930 Laurel St.   

  

The Summer Concert Series will be held every Saturday from 7 to 10 p.m. on the following 

dates: 

·         June 7- Sweetwater Junction 

·         June 14- Orquesta Mayor 

·         June 21- Second Nature 

·         June 28- The Reggie Sullivan Band 

·         July 5- The Episodes 

·         July 12- Terence Young and Soul Centric 

·         July 19- Daniel D and Urban Instrumentalists 

·         July 26- Mystic Vibrations 

·         August 2- Dante Lewis 
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·         August 9- Coconut Groove Band 

·         August 16- Horizons 

  

Starting on Saturday, June 14, Karaoke Idol will be at 6 p.m. There will be weekly winners for a 

cash prize and the finals will be held on Saturday, August 16.  

  

Attendees are welcome to bring blankets, lawn chairs and coolers. All concerts are free and open 

to the public.  

  

For more information, please contact Parks and Recreation at 803-545-3100 or visit 

www.columbiasc.net.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.columbiasc.net
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For Immediate Release 

June 6, 2014 

Contact: Sara Hollar, Forestry and Beautification at 545-3860 

  

  

SCE&G To Perform Tree Trimming Activities As Scheduled for 2014 

   

SCE&G will perform tree trimming activities along overhead utility lines in the following 

neighborhoods for the next two weeks:  

  

Greg Park Neighborhood Association 

Lake Katherine 

POA of Lake Katherine 

Heyward Park Neighborhood 

Crosshill Neighborhood 

Kilbourne Park Neighborhood Association 

  

The trimming will be completed by SCE&G contractors and work will be closely monitored on a 

daily basis by the City‘s 4 Certified Arborists from the Forestry and Beautification Division. 
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The purpose of the trimming activities is to increase safety and reliability of the electric 

service.  SCE&G reports an 89% improvement in reliability in vegetation related outages in 

areas where trimming is completed compared to a year ago.  The trimming guidelines include 

removing vegetation within 8-12 feet below and beside the power lines and up to 20 feet above 

the power lines.  

  

SCE&G and their contractors trim in accordance with International Society of Arboriculture 

guidelines, using ANSI A300 pruning methods leaving good cuts that will generate new growth.   

  

For more information about SCE&G‘s tree trimming efforts, including helpful tips and 

suggestions regarding the planting of trees and other vegetation, visit 

www.sceg.com/treetrimming. 

             

You can also contact SCE&G‘s 24 hour Customer Service Center toll-free at 1-800-251-7234 or 

email SCEGContactUs@SCANA.com 

  

For continued updates from the city of Columbia follow us on Twitter @cityofcolumbia or ―like‖ 

the City of Columbia on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.sceg.com/treetrimming
mailto:SCEGContactUs@SCANA.com
https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://twitter.com/%23!/CityofColumbia
https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Columbia-Fan-Page/314017671871
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 6, 2014 

Contact: Leshia Utsey 803-422-3057 

  

City and School District Officials to Hold Press Conference at Virginia Pack School 

Demolition Site 

 WHAT:           City of Columbia and Richland School District One officials will gather at the 

site of the old Virginia Pack Elementary School to discuss the demolition of the building and the 

process for completing the project. 

  WHO:             Hosted by Councilman Brian DeQuincey Newman 

                        City Council members 

                        Jamie Devine, Richland School District One Board member 

                        Allison Baker, Senior Assistant City Manager 

                        Diane Wiley, Belvedere Community Neighborhood president  

                        Bob Probst, Utilities and Engineering  

                        Utilities and Engineering staff and Belvedere residents 

 WHERE:       Virginia Pack Elementary School 

                        3602 Thurmond Street 

                        Columbia, SC 29204 

                         

WHEN:          Friday, June 6, 2014 @ 12 p.m.  



18 
 

 

For Immediate Release 

Friday, June 6, 2014 

Contact: Leshia Utsey at 803.545.3020 

City and School District Officials Announce Plans for Virginia Pack Site 

  Columbia, SC. – The City of Columbia and Richland County School District One 

officials announced the demolition and future plans for the former Virginia Pack Elementary 

School site at a press conference held today. The demolition project was a result of the 

collaborative effort of the City, the school district and residents of the Belvedere neighborhood. 

  

Residents had expressed concerns regarding a need for a recreational presence and community 

center in the neighborhood. The previous space had become a public safety hazard due to its 

vacancy. 

  

―For some time, we‘ve heard requests from the Belvedere Community for more public safety and 

more community amenities and we have begun to eradicate those problems,‖ said Councilman 

Brian DeQuincey Newman. Mayor Steve Benjamin, Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine and 

residents of the Belvedere Community also attended the press conference. 

  

Approximately two years ago, the process and discussions began. The City of Columbia and 

Richland County School District One came to an agreement that the facility would be too costly 

to renovate and the layout prohibited efficient reuse. Through a partnership, the City of 

Columbia and Richland County School District One agreed to demolish the existing structure 

and build something different. The agreement was signed by Columbia City Council in October 

2013. 
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The City of Columbia has an immediate lease of the property effective for 50 years at a cost of 

$1 per year. The property had to go through an environmental assessment before anything could 

be done.  Once the assessment was completed work began on the property, which included an 

extensive abatement process. The project is a continuous effort. When the demolition is 

completed, the space will be fine-graded to an open playfield (no structure) and will be referred 

to as the Virginia Pack Open Playfield & Green Space.  

  

The space will be fully accessible to all residents in the Belvedere community for: cookouts, 

soccer, football, outdoor gatherings and games for children in the community. It will be the 

City‘s responsibility to maintain the property. 

  

Construction of a facility/community center is based on future funding.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday, June 10, 2014 

Contact: Randy Davis at 803-545-3100 

  

Primetime in the Parks Provides Safe and Fun Activities for Teens 

  

The City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department will host Primetime in the Parks on 

Friday nights now through July 25, 2014.  

 Primetime in the Parks is a late-night teen program that provides a fun and safe environment for 

Columbia‘s youth. There will be games, sports, music, refreshments and more.  

 All events are held from 8-11 p.m. on the following Fridays:  

·         June 13- Hyatt Park and St. Anna‘s Park 

·         June 20- Pinehurst and Lorick Parks 

·         June 27- Greenview and MLK Parks 

·         July 11- Hyatt, Booker Washington Heights and St. Anna‘s Parks 

·         July 18- Pinehurst and Lorick Parks 

·         July 25- Greenview and MLK Parks 

 This program is free to youth ages 13-18 years.  

 For more information, please call Parks and Recreation at 803-545-3020 or visit 

www.columbiasc.net/parks-recreation.  

 

https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.columbiasc.net/parks-recreation
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For Immediate Release 

June 11, 2014 

Contact:   Ray Gray| (803) 413-2572| rbgray@columbiasc.net  

    Monique McDaniels| (803) 309-6398| mcdanielsm@rcgov.us 

  

  

Local Midlands Governments Team Up for Historic Effort 

United Midlands Multimodal Corridor Improvement Project  

Will Address Various Transportation Needs 

  

WHO:             The United Midlands Coalition, composed of Richland County, City of 

Columbia, County of Lexington and the Columbia Metropolitan Airport along with Central 

Midlands Council of Governments and the University of South Carolina. 

  

WHAT:          Signing ceremony to mark an historic collaborative effort of the United Midlands 

Coalition to submit an application to the South Carolina State Infrastructure Bank for a massive 

transportation improvement project.  

  

The United Midlands Multimodal Corridor Improvement Project will address issues adversely 

affecting the Midlands‘ transportation network. The project will ease congestion, increase driver 

mailto:rbgray@columbiasc.net
mailto:309-6398%7C%20mcdanielsm@rcgov.us
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and pedestrian safety, improve air quality and provide alternative transportation modes for 

residents and visitors. Primary connectors addressed within this project include Assembly and 

Huger streets, Greene and Williams streets, and the Airport Connector. 

  

A joint resolution in support of the project will be signed by the leaders of the three local 

governments.  

  

WHEN:          10 a.m. Monday, June 16, 2014 

  

WHERE:       Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center 

1101 Lincoln St. 

Columbia, SC  
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For Immediate Release 

June 13, 2014 

Contact: Sara Hollar, Forestry and Beautification at 545-3860 

SCE&G To Perform Tree Trimming Activities As Scheduled for 2014 

SCE&G will perform tree trimming activities along overhead utility lines in the following neighborhoods 

for the next two weeks:  

Greg Park Neighborhood Association 

Lake Katherine 

POA of Lake Katherine 

Heyward Park Neighborhood 

Crosshill Neighborhood 

Kilbourne Park Neighborhood Association 

The trimming will be completed by SCE&G contractors and work will be closely monitored on a daily 

basis by the City‘s 4 Certified Arborists from the Forestry and Beautification Division. 

The purpose of the trimming activities is to increase safety and reliability of the electric service. SCE&G 

reports an 89% improvement in reliability in vegetation related outages in areas where trimming is 

completed compared to a year ago. The trimming guidelines include removing vegetation within 8-12 feet 

below and beside the power lines and up to 20 feet above the power lines.  

SCE&G and their contractors trim in accordance with International Society of Arboriculture guidelines, 

using ANSI A300 pruning methods leaving good cuts that will generate new growth.  

For more information about SCE&G‘s tree trimming efforts, including helpful tips and suggestions 

regarding the planting of trees and other vegetation, visit www.sceg.com/treetrimming. 

You can also contact SCE&G‘s 24 hour Customer Service Center toll-free at 1-800-251-7234 or email 

SCEGContactUs@SCANA.com 

For continued updates from the city of Columbia follow us on Twitter @cityofcolumbia or ―like‖ the City 

of Columbia on Facebook 

https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.sceg.com/treetrimming
mailto:SCEGContactUs@SCANA.com
https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://twitter.com/%23!/CityofColumbia
https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Columbia-Fan-Page/314017671871
https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Columbia-Fan-Page/314017671871
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, June 16, 2014 

Contact: Jeff Rainwater at 803-545-3383 

City of Columbia Community Development to Host Third Annual OMG of 

Homeownership Workshop 

Registration closing Wednesday, June 18 

The City of Columbia Community Development Department will host its third annual OMG of 

Homeownership Workshop this Saturday, June 21, 2014 at Midlands Technical College, 

Northeast Campus, located at 151 Powell Rd.  

The free workshop is designed for first time buyers, long term owners and DIYers. This year‘s 

classes include: 

 Prune It, Don‘t Ruin It  

 Crime Prevention: Protecting Your Home in Layers  

 Your Money & Credit: Make the Most of Both  

 Recycling: The Basics and Beyond  

 Intro to Square Foot Gardening  

 And many more! 

There will be chances to win door prizes from The Home Depot that include a seven piece 

outdoor dining set, a charcoal grill with accessories, a Rumble Stone fire pit and a yard tool 

package with a weed eater, folding saw, pruner and lopper.  

All those interested in the benefits of homeownership and those interested in home 

improvements should attend OMG. Participants can take up to three classes.  
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Online registration is at http://www.columbia.sc.gov/OMG2014. The deadline to register is 

Wednesday, June 18, 2014 at 5 p.m.  

For more information, please call Community Development at 803-545-3373 or visit 

www.columbiasc.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.columbia.sc.gov/OMG2014
https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, June 16, 2014 
Contact: Office the City Clerk at 803-545-3045 
 

The Columbia City Council will conduct the following meetings on Tuesday, June 17, 2014: 


 Public Safety Committee Meeting at 9 a.m. 

 
 Work Session at 2 p.m. 

 
 Council Meeting at 6 p.m. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday, June 17, 2014 

Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-7387 

Pick Your Price Cat Adoptions at Columbia Animal Services 

June is National Adopt A Shelter Cat Month and Columbia Animal Services is celebrating this 

month with the ―Name Your Own Price‖ adoption special.  

Participants can choose their own adoption price; however there is a minimum of $5, which 

doesn‘t include the pet license fee. All adoptions come with a free chicken sandwich voucher 

courtesy of Chik-fil-A. This special runs through Monday, June 30, 2014. 

All cats are spay/neutered, micro-chipped, vaccinated and tested for feline leukemia/aids. 

The Columbia Animal Shelter is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 

Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The shelter is located at 127 Humane Lane, Columbia, SC 29209 

and can be reached by calling 803-776-7387.  

For more information or to view adoptable pets, please visit www.petfinder.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.petfinder.com
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, June 18, 2014 

Contact: John Fellows, Planning and Development Services, 545-3215 

City of Columbia to Hold Plan Columbia Workshops 

WHAT: If you care about connecting neighborhoods, providing places for jobs, ensuring 

housing choice, preserving special places and creating a Columbia future generations 

will love you should participate in the Plan Columbia Workshop. For the first time in 

almost 50 years, the City of Columbia will have the unprecedented opportunity to directly 

connect the City‘s land use plan with its zoning and development regulations. It is essential to 

have community input about how to accommodate future growth and development to 

inform the plan. PLAN TOGETHER is a process to shape policies that will affect how 

and where the City and County will grow for years to come. Two public workshops and 

a drop-in will be held to help the City of Columbia create a place future generations will 

love.  

WHO: Anyone who lives, works, owns a business, plays or visits Columbia and cares about its 

future. 

WHERE: Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center (Ballroom A) 

1101 Lincoln Street 

WHEN: Tuesday June, 24, 2014 

6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 

Workshop Part 1: Learn about the project and share insights on shaping the future of growth 

and development in the City of Columbia. 

Wednesday June, 25, 2014 

9 a.m. – 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Drop-in: Talk one-on-one with the planning team and see work in progress 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 

6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 

Workshop Part 2: Review and provide feedback on the proposed plan framework that will 

shape the future character of our community. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Thursday, June 18, 2014 
Contact: Office of Business Opportunities at 803-545-3950 
The Commercial Revolving Loan Fund Committee will meet on Wednesday, June 25, 2014 at 

10 a.m. Please review the attached agenda.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 19, 2014 

Contact: Michael Wukela, Office of the Mayor @ 803-413-5052 

Mayor Benjamin attends Medal of Honor Ceremony 

Columbia, SC – Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin traveled to Washington D.C. today where 

he joined President Barack Obama this afternoon for a White House Ceremony where Marine 

Cpl. William “Kyle” Carpenter was awarded the Medal of Honor for his courageous actions 

while serving in Helmand Province, Afghanistan. 

“Corporal Carpenter is nothing less than an American hero,” Mayor Benjamin said. “His 

bravery and selflessness under fire demonstrate his true and unflinching commitment to his 

country and to his comrades in arms and I consider it the highest honor to have the 

opportunity to say thank you on behalf of myself and the people of Columbia.”  

Carpenter, now a student at the University of South Carolina, was injured on November 21, 

2010 when he covered a grenade with his own body to save a fellow Marine while manning 

a rooftop post at the newly established Patrol Base Dakota in the Marjah district of Helmand 

province. 

Brutally injured in the attack including losing an eye, most of his teeth and shattering his 

jaw, Carpenter’s recovery, which included more than 30 surgeries, has been nearly as 

remarkable as his heroism and he has emerged as an inspirational figure appearing on 

several national TV shows and even completing a Marine Corps Marathon. 

He is the eighth living recipient of the nation's highest award for valor from the wars in Iraq 

and Afghanistan and the first South Carolina recipient since Vietnam. 

Visit the United States Marine Corps website to read Cpl. Carpenter’s official Summary of 

Action. 

 

 

 

 

https://owa.columbiasc.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.marines.mil/moh/Citation.aspx
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, June 20, 2014 

Contact: Jeff Rainwater at 803-545-3383 

Community Development Hosting Annual OMG of Homeownership Workshop Tomorrow 

WHAT: The City of Columbia‘s Community Development will be hosting the annual OMG of 

Homeownership workshop this weekend. The workshop is designed for first-time 

homebuyers, long-term owners and DIYers. There are classes covering everything 

from recycling, credit counseling and lawn care. There will be on-site registration.  

WHO: Community Development staff, City staff and community members.  

WHERE: Midlands Technical College, Northeast Campus 

151 Powell Rd.  

Columbia, SC 29203 

WHEN: Saturday, June 21, 2014 starting at 8:15 a.m.  

For more information, please call Community Development at 803-545-3373 or visit 

www.columbiasc.net.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Friday, June 20, 2014 
 

Contact: Community Development at 803-545-3373 
 

The Community Development Loan Committee will meet on Monday, June 23, 2014 at 9 

a.m. at 1225 Lady St. Please review the attached agenda.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, June 23, 2014 
Contact: Public Relations at 803-545-3020 

 

Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine Attends the White House Summit on Working 

Families 
 

Columbia, SC. – Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine has joined President Barack Obama, 

First Lady Michelle Obama, Vice President Joe Biden, Dr. Jill Biden and hundreds of other 

Americans for the White House Summit on Working Families on today, Monday, June 23, 

2014 in Washington D.C. 
“The gap between the wealthiest in our nation and others is growing at a rapid pace," stated 

Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine. “In Columbia, 24 percent of our residents are living 

below the poverty line, and an alarming number of low-wage workers are living in 

temporary housing. I look forward to meeting leaders from around the country to discuss 

ways that we can create workable solutions to support working families." 
Hosted by the Center for American Progress and the Department of Labor, the Summit on 

Working Families will focus on creating a 21st century workplace that works for all 

Americans. A key focus of the White House Summit is the initiatives in the When Women 

Succeed, America Succeeds agenda – such as equal pay, raising the minimum wage, paid 

family leave, and affordable child care. 
The Center for American Progress is an independent nonpartisan educational institute 

dedicated to improving the lives of Americans through progressive ideas and action. As 

progressives, we believe America is a land of boundless opportunity, where people can 

better themselves, their children, their families and their communities through education, 

hard work and the freedom to climb the ladder of economic mobility. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, June 23, 2014 
Contact: Public Relations, Marketing and Media, 545-3020 

 

Traffic Delays at Broad River Bridge on US 176 
 

The Lane Construction Corporation will be conducting construction activities that will impact 

traffic flow on Wednesday, June 25, 2014 through Saturday, June 28, 2014.  
Please expect delays during the following times: 
Wednesday, June 25th – Thursday, June 26th 
7 p.m. - 6 a.m.  
Friday, June 27th – Saturday, June 28th 
10 p.m. - 8 a.m.  
Expect delays when traveling in the area during these times. Please use alternate routes if possible.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, June 23, 2014  
 

Contact: Office of the City Clerk at 803-545-3045 
 

The Arts and Historic Preservation Committee and the Environment and Infrastructure 

Committee will meet on Tuesday, June 24, 2014 at 11 a.m. 
The meeting agendas are attached. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Monday, June 23, 2014 
 

Contact: Office of the City Clerk at 803-545-3045 
 

Please review the attached revised agenda for the City Council meeting tomorrow, Tuesday, 

June 24, 2014.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, June 25, 2014 

Contact: Mary Pat Baldauf @ 545-2722 

City of Columbia to Informational Meeting on Columbia Drive Resurfacing Project 

WHAT: The City of Columbia will oversee the rebuilding and resurfacing of Columbiana Drive 

from Harbison Boulevard to Lake Murray Boulevard. The work is scheduled to start 

late July to early September and will be performed between the hours of 10 p.m. and 7 

a.m. to minimize congestion and inconvenience to area businesses. 

No road closures are expected while the project is underway, however there will be 

some delays during work hours as well as lane shifts through the project.  

A detailed project overview will be provided at this meeting. 

WHERE: Carmike Cinemas, 122 Afton Court 

WHEN: Friday June, 27, 2014 @ 9 a.m. 

For more information about the project call Robert Sweat 803-545-3790 or email 

rgsweatt@columbiasc.net.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rgsweatt@columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, June 25, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell, (803) 545-3020 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

Carolina Panthers Road Show Rolls into Columbia 

The Carolina Panthers Road Show is making its final stop in Columbia on Friday, June 27, 2014, at Finlay 

Park.  

Panthers’ linebacker Thomas Davis, defensive tackle Colin Cole and cornerback Josh Norman are 

scheduled to appear. Fans also have the opportunity to meet the TopCats cheerleaders, the official 

mascot Sir Purr and the Purrcussion drumline. 

The first 300 fans in line will have the opportunity to get autographs from the players.  

Friday’s event will include interactive games, the Play 60 Kids Combine, music, food, giveaways and 

more.  

The public is invited to attend the free event schedule from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  

WHAT: The City of Columbia Parks & Recreation Department will host the Carolina Panthers Road Show. 

WHO: Panthers’ players Thomas Davis, Colin Cole and Josh Norman as well as TopCats cheerleaders, Sir 

Purr and the Purrcussion drumline. 

WHERE: Finlay Park, 930 Laurel Street 

WHEN: Friday, June 27, 2014, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Cost: Free 

For more information, call Kim Mitchell at (803) 545-3117 

 

 

 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Wednesday, June 25, 2014  
Contact: Public Relations, Marketing & Media @ 545-3020 

 

City Offices Closed in Observance of Independence Day  

 

City of Columbia offices will be closed on Friday, July 4, 2014 in observance of the 

Independence Day holiday.  
All garbage and recycle routes will remain on schedule.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 25, 2014 

Contact: Michael Wukela, Office of the Mayor @ 803-413-5052 

Mayor Benjamin to host Climate Change Summit 

Columbia, SC. – Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin will bring experts and stakeholders from 

across the Midlands together to the Canal Room at EdVenture for the city’s first Famously 

Hot Climate Action Summit tomorrow (Thursday, June 26) at 11:30 AM. 

Including participants from a variety of fields including government, business, 

environmental preservation, healthcare and energy, tomorrow’s summit follows a new EPA 

released earlier this month that, as part of President Barack Obama’s Climate Change Action 

Plan, will set the first-ever national carbon pollution standards limits for America’s existing 

power plants. 

“We have a moral obligation to protect our children and future generations from the effects 

of climate change by addressing its causes and impacts,” says Mayor Benjamin. “This 

summit allows us to have a frank and honest discussion about climate change and its effect 

on the region while helping and develop new strategies for the challenges that lie ahead. It’s 

an opportunity for us to move forward together. 

“This challenge wasn’t created overnight and we can’t fix it overnight either. 

But we have to start somewhere and we have to do it together.” 

WHAT: Famously Hot Climate Action Summit 

WHEN: Thursday, June 26, 2014 

11:30 AM to 2:00 PM 

WHERE: Canal Room at EdVenture 

211 Gervais St. Columbia, SC 29201 

The Famously Hot Climate Action Summit is not open to public participation. However all 

media are welcome and encouraged to attend.  For additional event information, contact 

Michael Wukela at mcwukela@columbiasc.net or 803-413-5052. 

mailto:mcwukela@columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, June 25, 2014 
Contact: John Timmons @ 803.898.0967 

 
Midlands Job Fair Thursday, June 26 

 
WHAT: The Midlands Job Fair will give Columbia citizens access to 

employers looking for employees at local businesses. 
WHERE: Drew Wellness Center, 2101 Walker Solomon Way Columbia, SC 

29204 
WHEN: Thursday, June 26, 2014 at 10-2 p.m. 

For more information about the Midlands Job Fair, call John Timmons at 

803.898.0967.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, June 25, 2014 
Contact: Shireese Bell at 803-331-5969 

 
RICH Program Memorial Today at 6 p.m. 

 
WHO: Youth participants of the RICH Program will hold a memorial service 

today to remember friends and loved ones that they have lost due to gun 
violence. 

WHAT: The RICH Project Anti-Gun Violence Tree and the Peace Garden 

WHERE: Pacific Park, 200 Wayne Street Columbia, SC 29201 
WHEN: Wednesday, June 25, 2014 at 6 p.m. 

For more information about the memorial, call Shireese Bell at 803-331-
5969 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Contact: Michael Wukela, Office of the Mayor @ 803-413-5052 

 

Mayor Benjamin to host Climate Change Summit 

 

Columbia, SC. – Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin will bring experts and stakeholders from 

across the Midlands together to the Canal Room at EdVenture for the city’s first Famously 

Hot Climate Action Summit tomorrow (Thursday, June 26) at 11:30 AM. 

 

Including participants from a variety of fields including government, business, 

environmental preservation, healthcare and energy, tomorrow’s summit follows a new EPA 

released earlier this month that, as part of President Barack Obama’s Climate Change Action 

Plan, will set the first-ever national carbon pollution standards limits for America’s existing 

power plants. 

 

“We have a moral obligation to protect our children and future generations from the effects 

of climate change by addressing its causes and impacts,” says Mayor Benjamin. “This 

summit allows us to have a frank and honest discussion about climate change and its effect 

on the region while helping and develop new strategies for the challenges that lie ahead. It’s 

an opportunity for us to move forward together. 

 

“This challenge wasn’t created overnight and we can’t fix it overnight either. 

But we have to start somewhere and we have to do it together.” 

 

WHAT:                        Famously Hot Climate Action Summit 
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WHEN:                       Thursday, June 26, 2014 

                                                11:30 AM to 2:00 PM 

 

WHERE:                     Canal Room at EdVenture 

                                                211 Gervais St. 

Columbia, SC 29201 

 

The Famously Hot Climate Action Summit is not open to public participation. However all 

media are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 

For additional event information, contact Michael Wukela at mcwukela@columbiasc.net or 

803-413-5052. 

 

 

#### 

 

  

mailto:mcwukela@columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Thursday, June 26, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell, (803) 545-3019 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

Let’s Move! Columbia Dance Program Kicks Off Friday 

The City of Columbia Parks & Recreation Department and Let’s Move! Columbia are sponsoring a 

summer dance program for children beginning Friday, June 27, 2014. 

Led by a local dance instructor, children ages 5-12 will learn the history and moves of a variety of dance 

styles including jazz, ballet, hip-hop and African.  

The dance camps will be held once a week on Fridays from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at four parks in Columbia: 

Greenview Park, Hyatt Park, Martin Luther King Jr. Park and Woodland Park.  

The summer dance program is in keeping with the City of Columbia’s mission of empowering its citizens 

to maintain healthy lifestyles. 

Camp Schedule: 

 9-10:15 a.m.:  Ages 5-8 

 10:15-10:30 a.m.: Break 

 10:30-11:45 a.m.: Ages 9-12 

 12 p.m.: Dismissal  

WHAT:  The City of Columbia Parks & Recreation Department and Let’s Move! Columbia are sponsoring 

a summer dance program for children. 

WHO: Children ages 5-12 

 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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WHERE: 

 June 27: Greenview Park, 6700 David Street, Columbia, SC 29203 

 July 11: Hyatt Park, 950 Jackson Avenue, Columbia, SC  29203 

 July 18: Martin Luther King Jr. Park, 2300 Greene Street, Columbia, SC 29205 

 July 25: Woodland Park, 6500 Olde Knight Parkway, Columbia, SC 29209 

Note: There will be no camp on July 4. 

WHEN:  Friday beginning June 27, 2014 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

For more information, please call Wanda Austin at 803-315-4964. 

 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, June 27, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell, (803) 545-3019 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

Carolina Panthers Road Show Rolls into Columbia 

 

The Carolina Panthers Road Show is making its final stop in Columbia tonight at Finlay Park.  

Panthers’ linebacker Thomas Davis, defensive tackle Colin Cole and cornerback Josh Norman are 

scheduled to appear.  Fans also have the opportunity to meet the TopCats cheerleaders, the official 

mascot Sir Purr and the Purrcussion drumline. 

 

The first 300 fans in line will have the opportunity to get autographs from the players.  

 

Friday’s event will include interactive games, the Play 60 Kids Combine, music, food, giveaways and 

more.  

 

The public is invited to attend the free event schedule from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  

 

WHAT: The City of Columbia Parks & Recreation Department will host the Carolina Panthers Road Show. 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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WHO: Panthers’ players Thomas Davis, Colin Cole and Josh Norman as well as TopCats cheerleaders, Sir 

Purr and the Purrcussion drumline. 

WHERE: Finlay Park, 930 Laurel Street 

WHEN: Friday, June 27, 2014, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Cost: Free 

 

For more information, call Kim Mitchell at (803) 545-3117. 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, June 30, 2014 

Contact: Lucinda Statler, Urban Design Planner, at 545-0229 

  

City of Columbia to Host Walk Bike Columbia! Input Meetings 

  

WHAT: The City of Columbia will host four public meetings in July to gather input for the 

initial phase of the Walk Bike Columbia! planning process. Each meeting will be a 

drop-in format and will provide the same information and opportunity to gather input 

from residents and citizens in each District. Alta Planning + Design has overwhelming 

expertise in this area and is on board to take the City through this process over the next 

several months; the plan is being jointly sponsored by Columbia BPAC, City of 

Columbia, Central Midlands Council of Governments, Palmetto Health, Abacus 

Planning, USC, and the Comet. 

 

Walk Bike Columbia! is a comprehensive effort to address the pedestrian, bicycle, and 

transit needs of the City of Columbia through detailed analysis, public participation, and 

interagency collaboration. The website for the project is www.walkbikecolumbia.org and 

includes an interactive map where users can pinpoint specific locations where they would 

like to see infrastructure improvements, a 5-minute user survey, and other documents and 

project briefings that are updated regularly.  

 

WHO: City of Columbia, Columbia Bicycle, Pedestrian Advisory Committee, Central Midlands 

Council of Governments, Palmetto Health, Abacus Planning, USC, and the Comet. 

http://www.walkbikecolumbia.org/
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WHEN:  Public Meeting- District 1              29-Jul    5:30 pm- 7:30 pm             Eau Claire Print 

Building                                 3907 Ensor Street 

     Public Meeting- District 2              30-Jul    11:30am- 1:30 pm            Capstone 

(Campus Room)                           898 Barnwell Street 

                 Public Meeting- District 3              30-Jul    5:30 pm- 7:30 pm             MLK Park 

Community Center                     2300 Greene Street 

                 Public Meeting- District 4              31-Jul    5:30 pm- 7:30 pm             Woodland Park 

Community Center         6500 Olde Knight Parkway 

 

For more information about the project call the City of Columbia Planning Department at 545-

3181 or visit www.walkbikecolumbia.org. 

                

### 

*Please see attached flyer 

  

http://www.walkbikecolumbia.org/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 30, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-331-5969 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

 

Columbia Ranks No. 1 in the Country in Fighting Childhood Obesity through Let’s Move! 

Initiative 

 

 

Columbia, SC. – The National League of Cities (NLC) has ranked Columbia No. 1 in the country 

in addressing childhood obesity after completing key health and wellness goals for Let’s Move! 

Cities, Towns and Counties (LMCTC).  LMCTC is a major component of First Lady Michelle 

Obama‘s comprehensive Let’s Move! initiative, which is dedicated to solving the childhood 

obesity epidemic within a generation.  

 

Five gold medals were awarded to Columbia for action taken to improve access to healthy 

affordable food and increase opportunities for physical activity.  These medals were awarded 

because of Columbia‘s achievements in promoting healthy eating habits and physical activity, 

and expanding access to nutritious meals.  

 

―Achieving this goal is an outstanding accomplishment for our city,‖ Councilwoman Tameika 

Isaac Devine stated. ―Due to the collective cooperation of the City of Columbia and our 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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community partners, we have been able to receive a gold medal in all Let‘s Move 

categories.‖  ―This is an ideal example of the great strides that we can make toward better health 

and wellness when we work together.  These efforts are having a positive impact on our youth 

and they will have an impact on our citizens for generations to come.‖ 

 

LMCTC calls upon local elected officials to adopt sustainable and holistic policies that improve 

communities‘ access to healthy affordable food and opportunities for physical activity through 

five goal areas. Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine serves as the co-chairperson for Let‘s 

Move! Columbia along with DeAndrea Benjamin, Columbia‘s First Lady. 

 

―When we launched this program just over three years ago, we all recognized that it had the 

potential to be something truly remarkable,‖ said Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin. ―But I don‘t 

think any of us could have predicted that today we‘d be recognized as the top ‗Let‘s Move!‘ city 

in the nation.‖ ―This achievement is proof that we are a truly world class city and that, when we 

dream big and work together, we can accomplish anything.‖ 

 

All LMCTC sites have the opportunity to earn up to five gold medals, one for each actionable 

goal to which they commit to as part of the initiative. Medals are awarded to local elected 

officials based on achievements in each of the following five goal areas: 

 

 Goal I: Start Early, Start Smart: Promoting best practices for nutrition, physical 

activity, and screen time in early care and education settings 

 Goal II: My Plate, Your Place: Prominently displaying MyPlate in all municipal or 

county venues where food is served 

 Goal III: Smart Servings for Students: Expanding access to meal programs before, 

during and after the school day, and/or over summer months. 

 Goal IV: Model Food Service: Implementing healthy and sustainable food service 

guidelines that are aligned with the Dietary Guidelines for Americans 

 Goal V: Active Kids at Play: Increasing opportunities for physical activity 

 

―We congratulate and commend Columbia for your efforts to improve the health of your 

community‘s children and families,‖ said NLC President Chris Coleman, mayor of Saint Paul, 

Minn. ―Through the leadership and dedication of local elected officials in cities, towns and 

counties across the country, we are beginning to see a measurable decrease in obesity rates and a 

cultural shift towards health.‖  
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NLC is working in partnership with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and 

with the support of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the National Association of Counties and 

other nonprofit organizations, to assist local elected officials who join LMCTC as they 

implement policy and environmental changes to prevent childhood obesity. The Robert Wood 

Johnson Foundation has awarded NLC a grant to provide technical assistance to local elected 

officials working to create healthier communities and prevent childhood obesity, including those 

participating in LMCTC. 

 

More than 440 cities, towns and counties are participating in LMCTC. Each month, NLC 

recognizes local elected officials who achieve key benchmarks for the five LMCTC goals. Since 

July 2012, NLC has awarded 1,754 bronze, silver, and gold medals to recognize local elected 

officials across the country for their LMCTC progress.  

For more information about LMCTC and Columbia‘s accomplishments, visit 

www.HealthyCommunitiesHealthyFuture.org.  

 

The National League of Cities is dedicated to helping city leaders build better communities. NLC 

is a resource and advocate for 19,000 cities, towns and villages, representing more than 218 

million Americans. 

 

### 

 

 

http://www.healthycommunitieshealthyfuture.org/

